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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Mr.  Guinn,  we  need  to  get  biographical 

information  about  you.   Can  you  tell  some- 
thing about  your  family  and  where  and  when  you  were  born.   And  then  some- 
thing about  where  you  grew  up. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  grew  up  here  in  Savannah,  born  and 

raised  here  and  my  family  was  one  of  the 
ol  d  families  that  helped  establish  Hardin  County. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  year  were  you  born? 

MR.  GUINN:  I  was  born  September  5,  1899.   I've  been 

very  active  all  my  life  and  I'm  still  active, 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  certainly  are.   Did  you  grow  up  in 

Savannah? 
MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir.   And  when  I  finished  school,  I  went 

to  work  for  the  Ford  people  for  seven  years. 
I  was  the  master  mechanic.   And  after  that  time  I  went  into  business  for 


myself. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  open  a  Ford  agency? 

MR.  GUINN:  No  sir,  I  worked  for  the  dealer  that  did 

own  the  Ford  agency.   And  I  also  ran  the 
ferry  here  on  this  highway  before  the  bridge  was  open. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  year  the  bridge  was 

built? 
MR.  GUINN:  I  bet  I've  been  asked  that  a  thousand  times 

and  I  never  did  write  it  down — '34,  I  believe. 
That  needs  to  be  checked,  but  that's  close. 


That  would  have  been  when  Hill  McAlister 
was  Governor,  when  they  were  building  the 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

highways  through. 

MR.  GUINN:  I  believe  it  was  let  under  Austin  Peay.   It 

took  two  years  or  better  to  build  it. 
Yes,  well  he  was  the  one  who  built  most  of 
the  highways  through.   Austin  Peay  was. 
And  Senator  Shelton,  who  has  also  passed 
away,  was  my  very  close  friend,  and  the  first 

Governor  I  ever  met  was  Governor  Peay.   That  was  when  Senator  Shelton  was 

floor  leader.   And  he  never  did  drive  a  car  at  that  time.   I  used  to 

drive  him  to  Nashville. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Senator  Shelton? 

MR.  GUINN:  Senator  Shelton.   And  he's  very  active  in 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 


MR.  GUINN: 


politics  and  could  get  most  anything  he 
wanted  done  through  the  Legislature. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  were  pretty  young  then  because 

Austin  Peay  was  only  in  until  192  7.   You 
would  have  been,  I  guess  about  28  years  old. 
MR.  GUINN:  Right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  what  years  you  operated  the 

ferry,  or  did  you  do  it  up  until  they 
opened  the  highway? 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  correct.   See,  the  bridge  was  already 

built  and  it  was  a  toll  bridge  for  a  number 
of  years  and  I  kept  on  operating  it.  I  never  did  stop,  they  had  a  pretty 
good  business. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  People  had  a  choice  then. 

MR.  GUINN:  And  a  lot  of  them  did  it  for  the  novelty 

of  it.   And  it  paid  off.   And  of  course,  when 
the  bridge  was  paid  out,  it  was  free  then  and  I  quit  and  sold  out  my 
ferry  operation. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  about  what  year  that  was? 

MR.  GUINN:  I  can't  remember  exactly  what  year  the  bridge 

was  free.   But  it  operated  several  years 
before  the  toll  was  taken  off. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Maybe  in  the  late  thirties  or  somewhere  along 

there? 


MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   Somewhere  along  there.   It  was 

several  years,  I  know.   Used  to  have  a  toll 
house  right  up  there,  right  straight  from  the  window  there. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Just  south  of  the  house  we  are  in  now.   You 

had  not  started  the  ferry  because  that  had 
been  here  a  long  time. 
MR   GUINN:  Oh,  the  ferry  was  here  before  the  Civil  War. 

The  man's  name  was  Rudd  that  started  the  first 
ferry  that  was  here.   And  that  house  built  right  up  here  just  south  of 
this  place.   And  Mr.  Cherry  bought  the  property  from  him  and  tore  it  out 
and  built  this  home  here  for  his  daughter. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  this  was  originally  owned  by  Mr.  Rudd? 

MR.  GUINN:  Mr.  Rudd  originally  had  a  house  here  and  put 

in  the  first  ferry.   And  then  later,  Mr. 
Robinson  bought  the  property  and  his  daughter  married  a  Cherry.   And 
they  lived  here  in  this  house  and  then  their  son  later  inherited  the 
place,  if  I  remember  him.   We  were  just  kids  back  when  he  was  alive. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  this  is  called  the  Cherry  Mansion.   This 

was  built  when  the  daughter's  husband... 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right  ,  it  was  called  the  Cherry  Mansion 

after  the  Cherry  family  because  after  Robinson 
built  it  for  his  daughter,  she  married  a  Cherry  and  then  it  went  by  the 
Cherry  Mansion  from  then  on. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I'll  ask  you  more  about  this  later, but  what 

year  did  they  build  the  house? 


MR.  GUINN:  It  was  about  1830. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  very  early.   Memphis  had  a  population 

of  less  than  a  thousand  people  then.   In  fact, 
somewhere  around  five  hundred  I  believe  was  all  it  had.   What  kind  of 
ferry  was  it  when  you  took  it  over? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  at  the  time  I  took  it  over,  the  ferry 

was  operated  by  a  cable,  fastened  to  the  far 
side  and  it  had  buoys  that  supported  that  cable  on  down  to  the  ferry  boat. 
And  they  had  what  they  called  a  "lee  board1"  that  they  would  drop  down  and 
the  current  would  catch  that  and  angle  the  boat.   It  was  the  shape  that  it 
would  bring  it  across  the  river,  just  as  pretty.   It  would  come  across 
this  way,  even  though  it  was  fastened  on,  anchored  on  the  other  side,  just 
as  fast  over  this  way  as  it  would  when  you  turned  the  board  back  the  other 
way . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  mean  you  didn't  use  a  motor  of  any  kind? 

MR.  GUINN:  No  they  didn't,  I  was  a  kid  then,  I  used  to 

ride  it  when  I  was  no  higher  than  this.   All 
us  kids  used  to  go  down  there  and  ride  the  ferry  all  the  time.   There  was 
an  old  colored  man  that  operated  it  that  lives  right  up  here  on  the  corner. 
The  place  has  been  moved.   In  fact  of  the  business  he  is  the  one  that  I 
call  the  gardener  out  there. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  On  Main  Street  now? 

MR   GUINN:  Yeah,  it's  that  big  open  place  between  here 

and  the  house  that  used  to  be  their  garden, 
and  he  lived  in  the  corner  of  it.   And  by  the  way,  getting  off  the  subject, 


but  his  grandson  has  been  writing  a  book  £>out  going  over  to  Africa  and 
running  his  ancestors  and  he's  been  on  television  and  he's  written  in 
the  Reader's  Digest. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  His  name  is  Alex  Haley.   I  was  on  a  program 

with  him  in  Texas  one  time. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well, his  grandfather  is  the  one  that  ran  the 

ferry.   I've  known  him  ever  since  I  was  big 
enough  to  walk.   And  his  daddy's  name  was  Simon.   And  Simon  was  one  of 
the  nicest  colored  men  I  nearly  ever  knew.   He  was  real  light  colored. 
He's  lighter  than  Alex.   And  his  mother,  Simon's  mother,  was  about  the 
size  of  this  little  colored  woman   that's  been  with  us  so  long.   And 
she'd  get  on  a  rampage  and  jerk  up  her  dress  and  run  up  the  street  and 
everybody  would  get  out  and  watch  her.   Just  a  regular  show,  I'll  tell 
you.   You  just  couldn't  imagine.   And  after  she'd  calm  down,  it'd  be 
all  right  until  she  threw  another  tantrum.   But  now  Simon  and  Ellie, 
the  old  man  was  just  as  nice  as  they  could  be.   They  lived  right  here 
close  to  us. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  they  move  up  to  Henning  then? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  see,  he  went  over  there  to  teach  school, 

and  married  over  there  somewhere,  I  don't  know 
where,  Henning  or  just  exactly  where,  somewhere  in  there.   And  these 
boys  were  born  there.   They  weren't  born  here  in  town.   But  they  had 
been  here  but  it  was  back  when  they  was  small.   Two  or  three  times  I 
started  to  write  him.   He  had  a  brother   I  believe  that  was  attorney 


general  in,  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  or  one 

of  the  big  cities  up  there  but  anyway  he  was  the  attorney  general--a  pretty 

high  office.   So  Simon  educated  them  both  real  well. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  evidently  he  did. 

MR.  GUINN:  And  he  was  nice  as  anybody  you  ever  met.   All 

my  life  he  called  me  mister  and  he  was  older 
than  me  but  he  was  of  the  old  school,  you  know.   Never  came  back  here 
that  he  didn't  come  by  here  and  see  me  and  spend  an  hour  or  two. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  he  remembered  the  ferry,  of  course. 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  he  remembered  me  because  he  was  raised  up 

within  two  hundred  hards  of  me.   And  of  course, 
when  we  were  kids  we'd  be  over  there  around  his  grandfather's,  I  mean  his 
father's  house.   We'd  visit  over  there  all  the  time,  a  bunch  of  us  kids 
that  lived  up  and  down  the  street  here. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  this  son,  Alex  Haley  has  really  written 

a  successful  book.   It  has  sold  a  lot  of  copies. 
They'll  have  a  movie  out  of  it.   It's  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
books  in  recent  years. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  his  whole  family  now  was  born  and  raised 

right  here  in  this  county. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  I  didn't  realize, but  I've  not  read  the 

book  yet.   I've  heard  him  talk  about  it. 
MR.  BUINN:  I  read  about  it  in  one  of  the  papers.  I  catch 

three  or  four  papers.   I  don't  know  whether  the 


Jackson  Sun  carried  that  or  The  Commercial  Appeal 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 


I  know  the  Commercial  did;  the  others  might  have 

The  Commercial  is  what  I  read  that  in.   I  read 

all  those  articles  they  had. 

Yes,  I  believe  they  had  sections  of  the  book 

excerpted. 

That's  right.   And  also  I  read  a  number  of 

stories  that  he  has  written  for  the  Reader's 


Digest .   It  was  on  different  subjects,  I  don't  remember  what.   The  first 
time  I  picked  it  up  (Reader's  Digest)  and  looked  in  there  and  saw  Alex 
Haley,  I  thought  well,  that  sounds  familiar  to  me.   I  read  that  article 
and  then  of  course,  I  knew  who  it  was. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


It  was  familiar  to  you. 

Oh  yeah. 

And  he  operated  the  ferry  before  you  took  it 

over. 

Yes,  Mr.  Cherry  operated  it,  but  Simon's  father, 

old  man  Haley , operated  it  for  Mr.  Cherry. 

When  did  Mr.  Cherry  die? 

Well,  I  can't  remember  the  exact  date  because 

I  was  rather  young  when  he  died. 

Early  in  this  century  then? 

Yes  sir. 

Who  operated  the  ferry  after  that,  until  you  took 


it  over? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  believe  a  man  by  the  name  of  Spencer 

operated  it  for  a  while  by  hand.   They  had 
a  pretty  good  sized  ferry  boat  with  big  oars  on  it,  using  four  men.   Of 
course,  when  I  took  it  over,  I  put  some  diesel  engines  in  there  and  had 
tug  boats  and  I  had  some  good  ferry  boats,  about  as  large  as  you  will  see 
anywhere.   They  carried  twelve  automobiles  each  and  operated  twenty-four 
hours  a  day. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  you  do  with  the  eauipment  when  you 

closed  the  ferry? 
MR.  GUINN:  Sold  it  out  wherever  I  could.   Some  of  it 

went  to  a  Sand  and  Gravel  Company  at  Perryville 
or  Johnsonville  or  somewhere  down  there.   And  then  I  thought  I'd  buy  a 
boat.   And  I  bought  part  of  it  and  let  it  go  up  and  down  the  river  and 
load  mussels  on  the  barge  and  take  them  into  the  market.   This  used  to 
be  a  good  location  to  buy  mussel  shells  to  make  buttons  out  of.   In  fact 
of  the  business,  we  had  a  button  factory  here  for  a  long  time.   What  put 
them  out  of  the  business  was  plastic  buttons. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  was  quite  an  industry  for  a  while. 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes,  it  was.   I  brought  them  in  here  while  I 

was  mayor.   But  I  went  to  a  mass  meeting  they 
had  here  one  night.   The  town  was  about  850  people  at  the  time  and  they 
had  a  meeting  at  the  court  house  and  called  me  to  come  up  there  to  the 
meeting  and  I  went.   I  just  got  pushed  into  the  mayor's  place.   I  didn't 
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want  it  because  I  was  busy.   But  anyway,  I  went  ahead  and  accepted.   There 
was  an  understanding  that  I'^stay  a  year  and  I  wound  up  staying  twelve  years 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  year  you  became  mayor? 

MR.  GUINN:  No,  I  don't  remember  exactly  what  year  it  was. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  year  you  left  then?   We'll 

get  it  from  there. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  was  in  and  out  three  or  four  times,  I 

served  many  years  on  the  City  Commission. 
Twelve  years  of  it  was  Mayor.   The  last  terms  I  served  I  didn't  want  to  be 
Mayor.   I  didn't  want  to  be  worried  with  the  people  calling  me  about  pigs 
or  the  pipes  stopped  up  and  stuff  of  that  kind. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  let's  see,  what  did  you  do  after  you 

gave  up  the  ferry  operation? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  went  into  the  construction  business, 

heavy  construction,  building  highways  all  over 
West  Tennessee,  in  fact  of  the  business,  all  over  three  other  states. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  states  did  you  have? 

MR.  GUINN:  Alabama  and  some  up  in  Kentucky  and  some  in 

Arkansas,  in  four  states,  really.   My  biggest 
operation  was  in  West  Tennessee. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  before  World  War  II,  I   would  guess, 

then? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  it  was  during  World  War  II  or  even  before 

and  afterwards,  a  long  time  afterwards. 
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Do  you  remember  who  was  governor  when  you 

started  the  contracting  business? 

I  believe  Prentice  Cooper,  I'm  not  positive 

of  that. 

Let's  see,  Prentice  Cooper  was  inaugurated 

in  January  '39  and  he  left  in  the  beginning  of 


DR.   CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

'45. 

MR.  GUINN:  I  was  on  his  staff  but  I  lost  the  certificate 

he  gave  me.   I  was  on  about  five.   I've  got  them 
framed  upstairs,  most  of  them,  but  I  can't  find  his. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Different  commissions,  or  appointments  you  had? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes.   And  also,  I  was  made  a  Colonel  on  the 

Governor's  staff  in  Mississippi.   I  was  down 
there  to  a  meeting  on  the  Tennessee-Tombigbee .   I  got  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee in  that  combine.   Nobody  was  interested  in  it,  but  I  was  because 
I  had  been  reading  up  on  it.   I  got  a  set  of  the  plans  and  I  could  see 
how  important  it  would  be  to  this  part  of  the  country. 

And  so  I  got  one  of  my  best  friends  to  go  to  the  Legislature,  even 
paid  his  expenses  to  get  him  to  go  up  there  and  get  that  bill  passed. 
And  he  went  up  there  and  introduced  it.   Two  different  times  it  was  killed, 
due  to  the  fact  that  we  had  put  appropriations  in  there  and  they  just 
knocked  it  off  like  that.    So  he  called  me  and  said,  "I  can't  get  this 
bill  passed,  you'll  have  to  come  up  here  and  see  what  you  can  do  about 
it." 

And  I  went  up  there  to  see  Governor  Ellington.   Governor  Ellington 
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was  in  at  that  time,  and  I  said,  "Governor  we're  going  to  have  to  have 
some  help.   We've  got  to  get  that  bill  passed;  it's  too  important  not  to 
get  it."  He  said,  "Well,  I'm  going  to  be  neutral--I'm  not  against  it, 
but  I'm  going  to  be  neutral."   But  [he!  said,  "Have  him  pull  that  hundred- 
thousand  dollar  appropriation  out  of  the  bill  and  put  it  back  up  for  pas- 
sage," which  we  did  and  only  one  man  voted  against  it,  a  Republican  up 
there  in  East  Tennessee.   And  of  course,  they  will  benefit  as  much  as 
anybody.   It  went  through  and  I  had  an  idea  right  then  where  the  money  was 
coming  from,  out  of  the  catch-all  bill  which  was  the  general  appropriation 
bill  and  they've  been  getting  it  there  ever  since. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  let's  see,  do  you  remember  if  that  was 

Ellington's  first  term  or  his  second? 

First  term. 

Somewhere  between  '59  and  '63,  then? 

Yeah.   Because  that  bill  was  passed,  I  believe 

in  '59. 

That  would  have  been  Governor  Ellington's  first 

full  year  as  governor. 

I  believe  that  was  his  first  full  year  because 

I  remember  this:   The  first  time  he  ran  of 
course  I  had  been  up  there  a  number  cf  times,  when  I  helped  raise  a  lot  of 
money  for  them.   They  called  me  up  there.   I  got  to  be  pretty  good  on 
raising  money  and  I  got  in  on  that.   I  didn't  like  it  but  I  got  in  on  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  you  do  your  raising  money,  did  you 


MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 
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work  with  the  contractors?  Were  the  contractors 

in  Tennessee  organized? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir,  well  organized.   Just  to  give  you  an 

idea  about  it--they  called  me  one  day  up  there. 

Joe  Carr,  I  believe  is  the  one  that  called  me. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Joe,  just  retired. 

MR.  GUINN:  Joe,  just  retired.   I've  known  Joe  for  forty 

years,  I  guess.   He  called  me  to  come  up  there 

[becausel  they  wanted  to  see  me.   So  I  went  up  there:  and  he  and  Bob--it 

was  Clement's  campaign  manager  who  died,  a  big  trucking  man--let's  see, 

what  was  his  last  name? 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  We  have  this  book,  Tennessee,  Tombigbee  Water- 

way . 

MR.  GUINN:  Now,  if  you  want  a  copy  of  that,  I'll  tell  you 

all  you  have  to  do  is  to  write  the  Tennessee 

Tombigbee  Waterway  Commission  at  Columbus,  Mississippi  and  they'll  send 

you  a  copy.   Tell  them  I  referred  them  to  you. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  All  right,  sir. 

MR.  GUINN:  Because  I  got  the  bill  through  and  I  served 

on  it  eight  or  ten  years.   Well,  Governor 

Dunn  put  me  off.   Well,  I  went  to  Governor  Dunn  and  we  got  to  be  like 

good  friends,  and  in  fact  of  the  business,  I  was  chairman  of  the  Tennessee 

Walking  House  Breeding  Association  of  America  about  nine  years.   And  every 

new  governor  that  came  in,  we  gave  him  a  Tennessee  Walking  Horse  for  good 
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advertisement  and  good  relations. 

DR. CRAWFORD:  Now,  this  was  the  Tennessee  Walking  Horse  that 

we  discussed. 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes.   So  ^  was  chairman  at  that  particular  time 

when  Dunn  went  in  and  I  suggested  to  them  that 

we  do  him  like  we'd  been  doing  the  other  governors  and  also  President 

Johnson.   We  gave  him  one  and  delivered  it  up  there  in  front  of  the  capitol 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  President  Lyndon  Johnson? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes.   And  I  was  looking  at  a  picture  one  night, 

a  newsreel  and  I  saw  that  mare  and  recognized 

her  that  quick  because  I  had  a  picture  of  her. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  one  that  went  to  President  Lyndon  Johnson? 

MR.  GUINN:  At  his  home  in  Texas. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  let's  see,  Mr.  Guinn,  you  were  in  con- 

tracting then  from  apparently  early  in  the 

Administration  of  Prentice  Cooper,  up  until--when  did  you  retire? 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  it's  been  about  twelve  years  since  I  had 

to  quit.   My  back  got  out  of  condition  where 

I  couldn't  drive  to  do  any  good, it  just  hurt  me  so  bad.   I  went  into  the 

Baptist  Hospital  one  afternoon  [becausel  it  got  to  bothering  me  so  bad. 

The  doctor  checked  me  out  and  asked  me  had  I  been  in  the  hospital  with 

my  back.   And  I  said,  "I  haven't  been  in  the  hospital.   Period.   This 

is  my  first  time."  And  they  said,  "You've  got  a  bad  condition  with  your 

back.   Do  you  know  anybody  at  Campbell's  Clinic?"  And  I  said,  "I  know 
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several  doctors  over  there."  And  I  named  one  that  I'd  like  to  go  to,  so 
they  called  him  and  told  him  that  they'd  made  about  twenty  pictures  and 
I  had  asked  to  see  him  and  he  said  send  me  right  on  over  and  he  took  me 
right  in.   And  they  put  me  in  a  brace  from  here  up  to  there.   I  wore  it 
a  month  and  I  believe  I'd  have  lost  my  mind  it  I  had  kept  wearing  that 
thing,  I  couldn't  get  used  to  it. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


That  was  about  '64  or  so,  wasn't  it? 

Well,  somewhere  along  in  there. 

Then  you  had  to  give  up  contracting? 

Yes.   About  twelve  years  from  right  now. 

Now,  let's  see,  how  did  you  get  involved  in 

the  politics  in  the  county  and  the  city? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  ran  for  the  Mayor's  office.   Well,  I 

ran  for  the  City  Commission  and  the  Commission 
elects  the  Mayor  themselves.   The  five  Commissioners  elect  the  Mayor. 

I  ran  for  that  and,  of  course,  was  elected  and  I  also  ran  for  the 
County  Court.   I  served  in  the  County  Court  for  twenty  years.   The  reason 
I  fooled  with  both  of  them  was  due  to  the  fact  that  I  was  trying  to  help 
build  up  the  town  and  if  I  wasn't  in  those  places,  I  couldn't  get  the 
things  done  that  I  wanted  to  do,  and  it  was  the  reason  why  I  stayed  in  the 
Mayor's  office  twelve  years.   I  got  in  there  and  the  first  project  I 
started  was  building  the  North  Elementary  School.   At  that  time  I  had  an 
office  in  Memphis  in  the  Falls  Building,  I  believe.   I  can't  think  who 
was  over  the  public  works,  but  I  got  to  know  him  real  good  and  I  got 
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the  money  to  finance  the  county's  end  of  that  North  Elementary  School. 

That  was  the  first  project  that  I  took  on.   And  then  I  had  also  going, 

getting  in  the  water  and  sewage  for  the  city,  and  I  had  already  applied 

for  that  and  I  had  already  been  to  Washington  on  it  and  they  turned  me 

down.   I  went  back  and  the  second  time  I  went  back  I  wasn't  getting  too 

far.   At  noon,  I  went  out  to  lunch  and  went  to  see  Congressman  Murray  and 

Senator  McKellar  and  I  told  them  what  had  happened,  they  were  turning  me 

down  and  I  had  to  have  some  help.   They  both  went  back  with  me  and  Senator 

McKellar  said,  "I  want  that  project  passed,  "  he  said,  "  that's  my  folks 

a  nd  I  know  they  deserve  it,  I  want  it  passed."  And  the  man  said,  "O.K. 

Senator."  The  Senator  carried  a  big  stick  in  those  days. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  department  was  that,  Mr.  Guinn? 

MR.  GUINN:  In  Washington? 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes. 

MR.  GUINN:  Anyway,  I  can't  remember  off-hand,  but  they  were 

the  ones  that  were  in  charge  of  letting  these 
public  projects  where,  in  other  words,  they  give  you  a  grant.   I  don't 
remember  off-hand  what  it  was.   It's  been  a  long  time  back. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  McKellar  had  a  lot  of  influence  back 

then. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  he  was... 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  Congressman  Murray  had  quite  a  bit  of 

seniority. 
MR.  GUINN:  Oh  yes,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Civil  Service 
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Commission  and  chairman  of  the  Post  Office 
Department.   I  remember  one  time,  I  never  did  get  anybody  fired  in  my 
life,  but  I  had  a  few  folks  moved.   Up  here  at  the  park  one  time  we  had 
a  Superintendent  come  in  there  who  wasn't  too  good  for  the  park  and  also 
his  ranger  was  bad.   He  arrested  practically  everybody  that  went  up  there. 
And  he  arrested  some  of  my  best  friends  up  there  on  the  park  so  I  took  it 
up  with  Congressman  Murray  and  they  had  a  hearing  in  my  office  and  sent  a 
man  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  down  here.   He  said  whatever  you 
are  going  to  do  with  him  or  not  just  move  him  on  away  from  here,  get 
somebody  new.   Build  the  park  up  and  not  run  it  down.   That's  what  hap- 
pened, they  moved  him  and  it  wasn't  too  long  before  they  moved  him  again 
and  the  next  time  I  heard  of  him,  he  had  been  fired. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  the  park  was  a  real  asset  to  the  city  here 

MR.  GUINN:  It's  been  a  help  to  this  area  and  of  course, 

I  got  my  water  and  sewer  project  for  the  city 
and  the  next  thing  I  went  after  was  blacktop  streets,   I  got  that  federal 
money.   That's  the  reason  I  stayed  on  because  I  had  those  projects  working. 
Very  few  people  will  take  it.   You  don't  get  any  salary,  ten  dollars  a 
month,  something  like  that.   So  you  couldn't  take  it  for  the  salary;  you 
had  to  take  it  because  you  wanted  to  help  your  town.   Well,  I  had  those 
projects  going.   I  knew  if  I  dropped  them  that  there  wasn't  anybody  else 
to  pick  them  up.   And  also,  I  have  been  chairman  for  thirty-seven  years 
of  the  largest  bank  in  the  county.   The  president  of  the  bank  and  myself 
we  worked  nearly  half  of  our  time  on  industry.   When  we  started  out 


Savannah  was  about  850  people  and  when  I  quit  we  had  built  up  to  around 
8,000  and  we  had  brought  a  hundred-million  dollars  worth  of  industry  in 
here  ourselves,  just  two  of  us  with  our  attorney.   He  was  my  neighbor, 
who  has  now  passed  on.   My  attorney  lived  right  across  the  street.   I 
mean  the  city  attorney  worked  with  us  on  all  of  those  projects.   He 
took  care  of  the  legal  end  of  it  and  I  was  the  salesman.   Mr.  Webb  would 
give  all  the  details.   We  just  had  us  a  three-man  operation  and  built  the 
town  up  to  where  it  is  today. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  now  the  town  when  you  came  in  had  only 

a  few  hundred  people,  didn't  it. 
MR.  GUINN:  About  eight-hundred  and  fifty. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  is  the  population  now  in  1977. 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  actually,  I  don't  know  exactly  what  it 

is.   Last  time  we  checked  it,  it  was  around 
7,000,  but  the  city's  really  gone  out  now.   They're  fixing  to  take  in 
some  new  areas.   They've  already  put  all  the  new  utilities  in  for  about 
9,500  [peoplel.   They're  being  served  now  by  the  city  departments.   In 
other  words, they 've  got  water  and  sewage  and  electricity,  gas  and  garbage 
pick-up.   All  that  they  are  getting. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  a  lot  of  growth. 

MR.  GUINN:  That's  right,  but  the  way  we've  done  it,  we 

got  out  after  these  factories.   You  get  an 
idea  about  what  would  happen  when  you  bring  in  a  good  size  factory  when 
the  Tennessee  Rover  Float  and  Paper  came  in.   They  opened  up  an  office 
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to  hire  people  to  fill  the  jobs  up  there.   They  needed  about  four-hundred 
and  fifty  men  at  that  time,  and  they  had  applications  for  fifteen  thousand 
That  sounds  outlandish  but  that's  true.   We've  carried  a  number  of  people 
up  there  that  wondered  if  they  would  get  enough  people  to  operate  a 
factory  if  they  come  here. 

The  next  project  I  took  on,  I  was  involved  in  the  County  Court.   I 
could  see  one  of  these  days  that  the  doctors  was  going  to  quit   making 
these  house  calls,  and  of  course  in  a  lot  of  these  counties,  you  could 
still  get  a  grant  from  this  Federal  Act.   And  I  took  it  up  with  the 
court  and  asked  them  about  it  and  they  wasn't  interested  in  it  and  I 
said  well  how  about  me  working  on  it.   They  said   "Well,  you  can  work 
on  it."   So  I  went  after  that  and  with  Tom  Murray  and  Senator  McKellar 
in  there-  Got  about  5 17o  of  a  grant  approved. 

And  then  three  of  us  in  the  construction  business  rented  a  big 
camp  down  in  Arkansas,  where  each  year  we'd  carry  all  the  heads  of  the 
Highway  Department  down  there  on  a  duck  hunt,  and  the  governor  went 
with  us.   It  was  Governor  Browning  at  that  time.   He  would  always  go 
with  us.   He  enjoyed  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  was  Governor  Browning's  second  period 

of  office. 
MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  after  he  came  back  from  the  war.   And 

we  all  slept  at  the  camp  and  one  night  he  and 
I  was  talking  about  that.   He  said,  "Don't  be  too  hasty  on  it,  in  three 
or  four  weeks  when  the  legislature  meets,  I'm  going  to  have  a  bill  intro- 
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duced  to  give  25%   to  the  counties  that  get  federal  approval."  I  said, 
"Well,  my  letter  will  be  on  your  desk  when  you  get  back  in  the  office," 
and  sure  enough  he  did,  and  I  got  it.   Twenty-five  percent  and  when  I 
went  into  the  court,  I  said,  "I've  got  76%  of  that  money  pledged  from 
the  state  and  government.   They  turned  me  down.   I  said,  "Well,  if  y'all 
don't  have  guts  enough  to  pass  it,  let's  let  the  people  decide  it.   Let's 
call  a  referendum  and  let  the  people  vote  on  it."  They  were  afraid  they 
were  going  to  tax  the  people,  you  know.   And  so  they  agreed  to  that  and 
we  had  a  referendum  and  I  quit  work  (well,  I  didn't  quit  my  job)  I  just 
took  off  and  let  my  men  run  it.   I  went  to  every  house  and  sat  down 
and  discussed  that  thing  with  them.   Told  them  that  we  had  a  chance  to 
get  it  and  probably  wouldn't  have  a  chance  anymore,  and  we  carried  it. 
We've  got  a  hospital  out  there  now,  I  guess  worth  two  million  dollars. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now,  that's  a  lot  of  work.   About  what  is  the 

population  of  the  county? 
Eighteen  thousand. 

Well,  to  get  to  every  house,  though,  in  a 
county  of  that  size  takes  a  lot  of  time. 
It  took  me  three  weeks  of  hard  work.   Of 
course  there  wasn't  as  many  people  in  there 
then  as  there  is  now,  but  we  carried  it.   I  did  that,  I  don't  mean  to  be 
bragging  at  all,  but  that's  actually  the  way  it  happened.   I  did  it  all 
on  my  own.   The  court  wouldn't  help  me.   I  didn't  have  any  help  from  any- 
body else.   I  just  pushed  her  through.   And  of  course,  the  people  that 
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fought  it  come  back--some  of  them  had  to  go  to  the  hospital  and  told  me  it 
was  the  greatest  thing  that  ever  happened.   They  Twas^  sorry  they  ever 
fought  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  doubt  there's  any  objection  now  in  any 

county  that  got  a  hospital  under  that  plan. 
MR.  GUINN:  Not  that  plan,  that  I  know  of.   And  it  just 

happened  that  a  close  friend,  Governor  Browning 
brought  it  up  at  exactly  the  right  time,  and  got  the  first  grant.   Of 
course,  they  finally  had  to  quit.   There  was  too  many  of  them  getting 
them.   The  state  had  to  call  it  off. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

you  get  back  up  there." 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD 


Well,  it's  fortunate  that  you  got  in  there 
early . 

I  was  the  first  one.   Just  like  I  told  them, 
I  said,  "My  letter  will  be  on  your  desk  when 

So  Savannah  had  the  first  grant,  then. 

The  first  grant  in  the  state.   I  believe  that's 

the  Hill-Burton  Act. 

Senator  Lister  Hill,  I  think  was  the  Senate 

sponsor  of  that. 

That's  right. 

Now,  how  did  you  first  come  in  contact  with 

Mr.  Crump  and  the  Crump  organization,  Mr. 


Guinn? 
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MR.  GUINN:  Well,  my  first  time  back  with  the  members  of 

the  Crump  organization  was  back--think  who 

was  Governor--I  don't  remember  the  exact  date  when  it  was.   I  don't 

remember  whether  it  was  Browning's  first,  or  it  was  his  second  time. 

I 've  forgotten. 

If  it  was  Browning's  first,  it  would  have  been 
from  January  '37  to  January  '39. 
When  was  he  in  that  second  time?   What-- 
Just  after  World  War  II.   He  came  back.   He 
was  elected  in  the  summer  of  '48  after  he  came 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


back  from  the  war. 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  anyway  the  way  it  came  about  was  one  of 

the  members  of  the  organization  contacted  me, 
for  some  reason.   I  didn't  know  at  that  time  but  they  found  out  that  I 
worked  in  all  the  counties  in  West  Tennessee  and  knew  so  many  people, 
that  they  contacted  me  about  getting  somebody  over  here  to  run  for  the 
Senate  for  this  district. 
DR ,  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  what  counties  were  in  the 

district? 
MR.  GUINN:  Yes,  there  was  five  counties  in  the  district-- 

Hardin,  McNairy,  Benton,  Decatur,  and  Chester, 
I  believe.   There  was  five  counties. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  remember  who  from  the  Crump  organization 

contacted  you? 
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DR.  CRAWFORD: 


MR.  GUINN: 


MR.  GUINN:  I  can't  think  exactly  right  off-hand  which  one 

it  was  that  contacted  me  first. 
But  they  were  wanting  someone  to  run  for  the 
State  Senate? 

Yeah,  and  then  way  back  there,  Senator  McKellar 
called  me  one  day  and  said  he  wanted  me  to  run 
for  the  State  Democratic  Board.   And  I  said,  "I've  never  had  any  experience 
at  that  and  in  fact  of  the  business,  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  and 
don't  have  the  time  for  it."  He  said,  "Well,  I  want  some  of  my  friends 
in  there  anyway."   I  ran  and  I  stayed  in  there  about  eight  years.   I 
worked  up  to  Vice  Chairman. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  GUINN: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 


Do  you  know  about  when  that  was,  Mr.  Guinn? 

I'm  the  worst  in  the  world  at  remembering 

dates  and  names. 

Do  you  remember  if  it  was  before  World  War  II? 

Yeah,  I'm  sure  it  was. 

Well,  let's  see,  you  might  have  been  on  the 

Democratic  Executive  Committee  at  the  time 
then  that  the  Crump  people  got  in  contact  with  you. 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   And  we  ran  a  man  here  and  he 

was  elected. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  did  you  get  the  man  to  run?   Who  did  you 

select? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  he  wanted  to  run  anyway.   He  was  interested 
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in  politics  and  wanted  to  run,  but  he  wasn't 
financially  able.   And  so  they  told  me  that  if  he  wanted  to  run  and 
thought  he  had  a  chance  they'd  help  him  out  financially,  and  they  did. 
And  we  elected  him. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  This  was  the  Crump  people  who  helped  out  with 

financial  expenses? 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   They  elected  him  and  of  course 

he  voted  along  with  them  on  practically  all 
the  state  legislation.   I  never  did  know  him  to  be  after  anything  that 
wasn't  good,  myself.   Of  course,  one  of  the  biggest  things  they  fought 
for  was  to  pass  the  liquor  bill  and  our  representative  here  was  the  one 
that  made  the  keynote  speech  on  that,  Mr.  Ed  B.Ford.   When  he  went  in 
there  to  speak  he  was  for  it  in  a  big  way.   And  he  did  a  lot  toward 
helping  carry  that  liquor  bill.   And  here  is  something  that  I  wouldn't 
want  you  to  put  in  the  book,  but  I'll  tell  you  about  it.   We  had  one 
senator  up  there  that  they  couldn't  get  to  go  along.   In  other  words, 
whichever  way  he  went,  that's  the  way  the  bill  would  be,  it  would  be 
for  or  against. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  was  very  close  then. 

MR.  GUINN:  It  was  that  close,  one  vote.   So  the  night 

before  this  man  had  been  up  before  the  ladies 
organization  on  temperance,  I  don't  remember  the  name  of  it  but  he  made 
a  big  speech  and  assured  them  he  wouldn't  vote  for  it.   So  Wyatt  Hensley 
was  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  Department  of  Income  Tax,  and  they  asked  us 
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to  see  what  we  could  do  with  him.   Well,  I  told  him  then  at  the  time, 
"I'm  not  going  to  handle  any  money  myself.   It  will  have  to  be  handled 
by  somebody  else,  but  I'll  do  all  I  can  to  try  to  convert  him  over." 
We  went  to  see  him- -the  two  of  us--and  he  said,  "Well,  I'm  kind  of  ob- 
ligated to  vote  against  that.   It  would  just  take  a  cool  thousand  dol- 
lars to  get  my  vote." 

Who  was  the  man  who  went  with  you  to  talk 

to  him? 

Wyatt  Hensley,  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue, 

State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Hensley  was  interested  in  the  bill  because 

he  needed  the  revenue. 

Yeah,  he  had  to  handle  the  money  because  I 

wouldn't.   But  the  way  we  did  it,  we  went  up 
there  to  see  him  and  he  said  he  would  go  for  a  thousand  dollars  and  we 
went  back  and  told  them  and  they  put  a  thousand  dollars  in  a  brown  en- 
velope.  So  we  carried  it  up  there  and  showed  it  to  him  and  he  looked 
at  it  and  sealed  it  up  and  we  went  with  him  up  to  the  Senate.   And  they 
called  the  Senate  in  session  and  he  sat  on  one  side  of  him,  and  I  sat 
on  the  other  side  and  said,  "When  you  vote,  why  then  you  get  the  envelope." 
And  that's  exactly  what  happened. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  This  is  the  vote  in  the  State  Senate? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  in  the  State  Senate.   They  carried  it 

in  the  House--Mr.  Ford  and  his  bunch  carried 
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it  right  over--but  the  Senate  ratified  it.   They  just  had  five  votes  is 
all  it  was  to  it.   I  never  did  fool  with  any  money  in  my  life  in  no 
election.   I  raised  a  lot  and  turned  it  over  to  the  people  that  did 
handle  it,  but  I  didn't  handle  any  myself. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  that  was  for  the  political  people  to 

do. 
MR.  GUINN:  Right.   I  was  going  to  tell  you, one  afternoon 

they  called  me  to  come  up  there  and  I  went 
up  there  and  Clement  was  in. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  was  in? 

MR.  GUINN:  Frank  Clement.   And  they  had  a  lot  of  debts 

in  different  places  to  different  banks.   And 
Joe  Carr  and  —  I'm  trying  to  think  of  this  man's  name  that  died,  that  was 
Clement's  campaign  manager— Bob,  oh,  he  was  a  millionaire  trucking  man 
out  of  Nashville.   I  can't  think  of  his  name.  TBob  Crichtonl   Well, 
anyway  I  asked  Joe  what  he  wanted  and   he  said,  "Well,  we've  got  to 
raise  a  little  money."  I  said,  "How  much?"  And  he  said,  "Fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  we've  got  a  note  down  here  that's  due  for  $50,000."  And 
I  said,  "My  goodness  alive,  I'll  have  to  call  in  some  help,  I'll  call 
in  some  friends  or  something— the  contractors."  And  I  called  two  or 
three  of  them  in.   We  worked  together  all  the  time;  Mr.  J  B.  Michael  in 
Memphis  that  died  not  long  ago  and  Mr.  J. A.  Hadley  from  Humboldt.   We 
all  worked  together.   We  weren't  partners  but  each  one  of  us  did  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  work.   I  called  them  and  told  them  what  was  up  and  told 
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them  to  come  up  there  and  help  me,  so  we  just  got  on  the  telephone  and 

got  to  calling  all  the  contractors  to  come  in.   So  they  came  in  and  we 

met  down  at  the  coffee  shop  at  the--oh,  what  is  that  hotel  way  down  there 

across  from  the  old  Maxwell  House. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Not  the  Hermitage? 

MR.  GUINN:  No,  the  Hermitage  is  uptown,  farther  uptown. 

This  is  way  down. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  Noel? 

MR.  GUINN:  Noel   the  Noel  Hotel—coffee  shop.   We  got  that 

closed  up  and  had  our  meeting  there  and  told 
them  just  exactly  what  the  demand  was  and  told   them  that  we  didn't  have 
any  promises  other  than  they  would  have  a  good  road  project  and  that's  all 
we  asked  for.   And  we  passed  the  hat  and  picked  up  $47,500  right  there. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  that  was  awfully  close. 

MR.  GUINN:  Just  like  that.   We  just  passed  the  hat  and 

they  just  dropped  it  in  there.   Of  course, 
what  little  we  lacked  was  made  up.   But,  a  fellow  by  the  name  of  Morris 
Mohon,  up  there,  head  of  the  big  insurance  company  that  insured  all  the 
contractors  was  another  good  money-raiser.   We  worked  together  when  we 
had  to  up  there  on  a  thing  like  that.   Neither  one  of  us  handled  any 
money  and  we'd  get  some  of  them  to  raise  it  and  they  would  turn  it  over 
to  people  like  Joe  Carr  and  people  like  that. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  this  was  during  the  Clement  first  term? 

MR.  GUINN:  That  was  during  Clement's  first  term.   That 

was  the  time  he  beat  Governor  Browning.   I 
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tried  to  keep  Governor  Browning  from  running  because  I  was  afraid  they 
was  going  to  beat  him.   Browning's  executive  secretary,  an  awful  close 
friend  of  mine,  called  me  one  afternoon  and  said  (  this  is  not  for  the 
record),  "You  want  to  make  some  good  money?"  I  said,  "Yeah."  He  said, 
"Well  come  up  here,  got  a  deal  where  you  can  make  a  clean  million  dollars." 
I  went  up  there.   And  he  said,  "Now,  there  was  three  or  four  other  fellows, 
three  besides  Jim,  that  I  want  to  let  in  on  this."   And  I  said,  "What  is 
it?"  They  was  going  to  buy  this  hotel  right  over  here,  right  across  from 
the  capitol  building  and  sell  it  to  the  state.   I  said,  "I  wouldn't  touch 
that  with  a  ten-foot  pole."   I  said,  "That  will  ruin  Governor  Browning, 
just  as  sure  as  you  do  it."  I  said,  "I  just  don't  want  in  [on!  no  part 
of  that,  because  I  can  see  that  is  going  to  hurt  him."  They  said  they 
didn't  think  it  would.   And  I  said,  "Well,  you  fellows  go  ahead  and  leave 
me  out."  And  sure  enough,  Clement  took  that  and  just  beat  him  to  death 
with  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  I  remember  that  was  used  in  the  campaign 

in  the  summer  of  '52. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  that  is  one  of  the  main  things  that  beat 

Governor  Browning  and  actually  he  didn't  know 
anything  about  it  happening. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  It's  too  bad  that  he  was  hurt  by  something  like 

that  he  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with. 
MR.  GUINN:  Yes,  he  was  an  honorable  man,  Governor  Browning 

was.   Another  thing--off  the  records—when  he 
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went  in  the  second  time,  he  had  to  run  on  his  own  and  spent  everything 
he  had  and  got  elected.   He  called  me  one  Saturday--no ,  one  Friday  and 
said,  "I  want  you  and  J  B.  Michael  and  Jim  Hadley  to  come  over  here 
tomorrow  if  you  can."  And  I  said,  "I'm  sure  they  can,  I'll  call  them." 
And  then  I  said,  "What  time  do  you  want  us  to  come?"  And  he  said, 
"Around  one  o'clock."   So  I  called  them  and  told  them  to  meet  me  over 
there  at  twelve  o'clock  and  we'd  meet  there  at  the  cafe  and  get  a  sand- 
wich or  something  and  go  over  to  the  governor's  house.   And  we  went  over 
there  and  talked  with  him  a  little  bit  and  he  said,  "I'll  tell  you  what 
I  wanted  with  you  all."  He  said,  "I've  been  elected  and  I've  spent 
everything  I  had  and  nobody  thought  I'd  be  elected  and  I  couldn't  get 
any  money."  He  said,  "I  need  enough  money  to  set  up  my  staff  for  the 
changeover."  And  I  said,  "Well,  how  much  is  it  going  to  take?"  And  he 
said,  "Ten  thousand,  with  no  strings  attached."  And  I  said,  "Well,  we 
wasn't  figuring  on  that,  Governor."   I  said,  "We'll  just  up  it."   So, 
while  we  was  there  a  contractor  from  Chattanooga  called  for  Mr.  Michael, 
and  they  told  him  where  he  could  catch  him--where  he  was  located.   He 
called  while  we  was  there  and  said,  "Take  me  as  the  fourth  man  in  on  that, 
I  want  to  help  out  on  it."   So  the  four  of  us  just  put  up  the  ten  thousand 
dollars . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now,  which  governor  was  this,  sir? 

MR.  GUINN:  That  was  Governor  Browning.   His  second  term. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  this  was  a  total  of  twelve-thousand  he  had 

then  to  get  his  staff  organized. 
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MR.  GUINN: 

bills  and  whatever  else. 
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running  and  he  still  was 
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That's  right.   Organize  it  and  rent  a  room  in 
a  hotel  up  there,  secretaries  and  telephone 

Well,  that  was  when  they  needed  help.   They 

have  some  support  now  for  a  transition. 

Yeah,  but  you  see,  he  ran  and  nobody  thought 

he  would  be  elected.   They  talked  about  him 
over  there,  one  of  those  places  over  there. 

In  Germany,  I  believe. 

Germany  or  Belgium  or  somewhere  in  there  —  and 

didn't  know  whether  he  was  going  to  run  or  not 
-let's  see,  who  ran  against  him?   Jim  McCord. 

Yes,  Jim  was  already  in.   He  was  Governor  in 

'48. 

Yeah,  I  was  Colonel  on  his  staff,  too.   He  was 

a  fine  old  fellow  as  ever  lived. 

You've  been  a  colonel  on  a  lot  of  staffs,  Mr. 

Guinn.   Do  you  remember  how  many? 

In  Kentucky.   Every  one  in  Kentucky. 

Do  you  remember  the  first  contact  you  had 

personally  with  Mr.  Crump? 

Well,  the  first  time  I  met  Mr.  Crump,  I  don't 

remember  exactly  the  day  I  net  him.   I  believe 
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I  went  up  with  either  General  Gerber  or  Guy  Joyner,  Jeff  Joyner,  one  or 

the  other  and  met  Mr.  Crump  for  the  first  time.   And  then  anytime  that 

I  needed  to  see  him,  I  didn't  have  a  bit  of  trouble.   But  as  far  as  being 

in  and  out  with  him  all  the  time,  I  wasn't  that  close. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  whenever  you  needed  to  see  him-- 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh  yeah,  I  could  get  to  see  him  any  time.   Just 

like  that.   His  wife  was  crazy  about  the  cat- 
fish we  had--small  catfish.   Every  time  I  would  go  over  there  I'd  carry 
her  a  box  of  catfish  and  I'd  carry  him  a  lot  of  times  a  lot  of  birds.   And 
back  during  the  war  when  all  the  shells  were  frozen  one  of  these  large 
stores  over  there  handled  shells  and  things  like  that.   Let's  see,  what 
was  the  name  of  that  store,  it's  still  there. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Would  that  be  York  Arms? 

MR.  GUINN:  No,  it  wasn't  York  Arms,  this  was  a  wholesale 

place. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Stratton-Warren. 

MR.  GUINN:  Stratton-Warren,  I  believe  was  the  place.   They 

got  shells,  but  they  weren't  able  to  let  the 
customers  have  enough  of  them.   So  Sheriff  Joyner  knew  about  all  that. 
He  said,  "I'm  going  to  get  you  all  the  shells  you  want  and  you  just  keep 
your  mouth  closed  about  it.   Because  they  can't  furnish  their  customers-- 
not  going  to  sell  one  without  selling  all,  they  don't  have  enough  to  go 
around."   I  said,  "Well,  I'll  take  care  of  them."   So  he  would  go  up 
there  and  get  them  and  I  would  get  them  wholesale  price  and  I  would 
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usually  carry  them  a  bunch  of  birds  every  time  I  went  over  there.   Old 
Francis  Andrews  every  time  he  would  see  me  knew  I  was  carrying  those 
birds  over  to  Mr.  Crump--Guy  Joyner.   And  occasionally  I  would  carry  him 
a  country  ham.   Old  [Gerber1  was  Jewish.   And  Joyner  would  say,  "Well, 
Gerber  can't  eat  that  ham  until  we  put  some  holy  water  on  it.   And  he 
would  go  back  there  and  rinse  his  ham  before  he'd  take  it,  but  he'd  eat 
ham  like  anybody.   He  was  an  Orthodox  Jew,  too.   But  he  said  he  didn't 
let  the  Jews  know  it  but  he  liked  ham.   He  never  turned  one  down. 
DR.  CRAWFORD  :  Now,  you  did  a  lot  of  bird  hunting  in  those 

days,  didn't  you? 

Oh  yeah. 

You  wore  out  several  Browning  shotguns. 

Around  five  or  six.    I  got  them  ram  shackelty. 

Then  I  had  a  colored  boy  and  a  white  boy  that 
I  broke  in  to  hunt.   I'd  carry  them  home  and  carry  my  shells  and  birds  and 
when  I'd  get  a  gun  that  would  get  ram  shackelty,  why  I'd  give  it  to  them 
and  give  them  the  shells.   And  both  of  them  just  got  where  they  just  were 
real  good. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  much  did  you  hunt  each  year?  A  lot? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes,  I  would  hunt  two  or  three  days  out  of 

a  week.   And  also  the  man  that  built  this 
bridge  down  here  was  named  Pra  ter  and  he  was  one  of  the  finest  engineers 
I  reckon  ever  lived.   At  that  time,  when  he  built  that  bridge,  we  got  to 
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be  good  buddies.   He  was  a  fine  bird  hunter  and  we  hunted  together  all 
the  time.   So  he  called  me  up  there  one  day  at  the  office.   The  bridge 
is  about  100  yards  across  and  I  went  across  there.   He  said,  "We've  got 
a  deal  here,  you  can  make  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  and  not  be  out  a 
penny."  We  had  to  put  up  a  little  money  and  I  had  saved  a  little  and 
I  was  scared  to  to  put  it  up.   I  said,  "Well,  I  don't  have  but  a  little, 
I  don't  guess  I  had  better  get  into  that."  He  said,  "Well,  we  can  make 
twenty-five  thousand  and  you  won't  be  out  a  dime."   But  I  didn't  take  it 
up,  and  sure  enough  it  worked  out  just  like  he  said.   He  wanted  me  to  go 
partners  with  him  and  he  built  the  Redstone  Arsenal. 
DR. CRAWFORD:  Is  that  right? 

MR.  GUINN:  He  got  to  be  a  multi-millionaire.   If  I  had 

just  gone  on  with  him.   He  had  to  turn  back 
twelve-million  dollars  at  one  time.   He  was  wanting  me  to  go  with  him 
so  bad  and  I  of  course,  wouldn't  do  it.   I  finally  got  started  on  my 
own.   I  was  operating  the  ferry  at  that  time  and  it  was  doing  real  good 
and  I  kind  of  had  my  eye  set  on  getting  in  the  construction  business.   I 
did--small  way  it  built  up.   A^  one  time  we  had  operating  in  Camden  and 
West  Tennessee,  twenty-three  projects. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  kind  of  projects  did  you  take  on  mainly? 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  we  mostly  made  roadway  material  for  bases 

We  did  the  base  work.   You  might  say,  the 
finish  work,  and  set  it  up  ready  for  the  asphalt.   Mr.  Michael  did  the 
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heavy  dirt  work,  and  I  did  all  the  base  work,  crushing  and  washing, 
naterial  and  all  that--put  up  the  base,  finished  it.   And  Mr.  Hadley 
did  the  asphalt  and  I  had  the  trucks  to  haul  all  that  asphalt.   I  was 
running  as  high  as  two-hundred  trucks.   That  was  when  we  built  the  road 
from  Moscow  clear  across  to  Covington.   We  set  up  there  two  years  in 
one  spot  over  there  on  the  railroad,  north  of  Somerville.   My  trucking 
expense,  I  paid  for  the  gasoline  for  the  trucks  because  I  found  out  I 
was  liable  for  it.   So  I  got  to  furnishing  it  and  I  took  it  out  every 
week,  the  bookkeepers  would.   And  the  truck  bill  ran  as  high  as  $5,000 
a  day. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  truck  bill  was  $5,000  a  day.   How  did 

you  meet  J.B.  Michaels? 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  was  up  in  Nashville  one  time.   Well, 

I  met  Mr.  Hadley  before  I  did  him.  [Mr.  Michaels! 
Then  we  just  got  to  be  good  friends  and  they  bid  off  a  job  over  in  Henry 
County.   Well,  I  got  established  in  Camden,  Camden  Gravel  Company.   I 
started  that.   And  they  wanted  me  to  put  that  base  in  and  set  it  up  and 
finish  it  and  I  started  on  that  one  job  and  then  we  stayed  together  on 
until  I  quit.   And  then,  of  course,  Mr.  Hadley  got  off  on  his  own.   Mr. 
Michael  was   a  fine  contractor  and  a  good  one.   They  just  couldn't 
hardly  beat  us  when  we  was  all  together. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  handled  some  big  state  contracts. 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  yeah.   We'd  take  on  any  of  them.   We  took 

on  a  few  that,  Mr.  Michael--it  would  make  him 
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mad  every  once  in  a  while--some  of  them  would,  kind  of  knock  him  out 

of  a  job.   We  never  did  lose  any  money  on  any  of  it,  I  didn't.   I  remember 

going  into  the  city  of  Humboldt,  over  there.   He  got  hot  at  some  contractor 

about  that,  trying  to  beat  him  out  of  that  job  that  he  thought  he  should 

have  it.   He  just  cut  the  thing  down,  I  mean  he  really  cut  it  and  we  got 

it.   I  was  afraid  we  was  all  going  to  lose  money  on  it,  but  we  didn't; 

we  come  out  all  right.   We  was  tearing  those  front  yards  up  and  people 

came  out  there  with  shotguns.   I  finally  had  to  go  up  and  get  the  Police 

Department  to  come  down  there  to  protect  us.   I  just  told  everybody  to  quit, 

I  said,  "Quit  and  I'll  get  somebody  down  here  to  stop  this  and  get  nobody 

hurt."   But  of  course  they  got  done  and  you  can  look  at  Humboldt  today, 

it  is  one  of  the  best  streets  going  in  there  in  any  town  in  West  Tennessee. 

But  it  looked  bad,  all  that  dust  flying  and  cutting  off  all  those  yards 

and  everything  like  that. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  Humboldt  is  a  nice  town. 

MR.  GUINN:  It  is  a  good  town.   And  we  stayed  over  there. 

I  did,  we  had  an  office  over  there  for  two 
years.   Mr.  Hadley  lives  there  and  he's  got  one  of  his  stationary  asphalt 
plants  there  now.   A  fine  plant  there.   He  took  over  a  company  there  in 
Memphis  and  went  broke  and  he  made  a  :big  lot  of  money  off  of  it.   I  be- 
lieve they  had  two  or  three  asphalt  plants  whei  he  took  them  over. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now,  were  you  doing  projects  in  Shelby 

County  when  you  came  in  contact  with  the 
people  in  Mr.  Crump's  organization? 
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MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  had  met  them  before  that.   See,  I 

got  started  in  the  plant  over  there.   I  had 
a  big  wash  plant  there,  crushing  plant.   Mr.  [Rudolph1  Jones,  when  he 
was  elected  West  Tennessee  Division  in  there  he  had  to  move  to  Jackson 
and  of  course  he  remembered  me.   He  called  me  one  day  and  said,  "Would 
you  be  interested?   I  believe  you  could  save  us  a  lot  of  money.   Would 
you  be  interested  in  putting  a  plant  in  over  here  and  furnish  us  our 
material?"  And  I  said,  "Yeah,  I  would."   So  I  went  over  there  that 
day  or  the  next  day  and  discussed  it  with  him.   I  said,  "It's  going  to 
cost  us  a  good  bit  of  money  to  put  that  plant  in  down  there  and  I  don't 
want  to  put  out  that  kind  of  money  unless  I've  got  some  insurance  I 
can  stay."   But  we  got  to  figuring,  and  of  course,  I  was  in  Camden  at 
that  time,  but  so  was  Memphis  Stone  and  Gravel.   We  was  competitors,  but 
friendly  competitors,  and  we  got  to  figuring  on  what  it  would  cost  to 
put  it  in  Camden  up  there  and  unloading  it  and  what  I  could  produce  it 
over  there  for  and  it  ran  about  $30,000  a  year.   So  he  said,  "You  won't 
have  to  worry  about  it  as  long  as  you  can  save  the  county  that  much  money, 
they'll  greet  you  with  open  arms."   So  I  put  the  plant  in. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Who  was  it  who  told  you  that? 

MR.  GUINN:  Mr.  Rudolph  Jones.   At  that  time  he  was  the 

Commissioner  of  Highways  and  Public  Works,  I 
believe  they  called  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Commissioner  for  the  County? 
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MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  Commissioner.   See,  at  that  time  the 

Penal  Farm  was  under  their  supervision.   I 
think  they  have  changed  that  now  though.    I  think  they  have  a  man  over 
that.   But  anyway  I  moved  in  there  and  as  long  as  I  stayed  there  (I 
finally  had  to  quit)  and  as  long  as  he  stayed  there,  I  furnished  them 
their  material  and  built  I  don't  know  how  many  roads,  county  roads  for 
them,  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  county,  from  one  end  to  the  other  on 
the  east  side.   Of  course,  Memphis  Stone  and  Gravel  built  some  on  the 
other  section  of  the  county.   He  lined  it  up  pretty  well.   But  he  was  a 
good  engineer.   He  was  a  crack  engineer  to  start  with,  Rudolph  Jones  was, 
and  he  knew  what  a  job  was  worth  and  what  it  should  be  bid  off  at. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  was  his  position  with  Mr.  Crump? 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  he  was  really  in  the  organization,  not 

up  high,  just  about  five  of  them  that  was  the 
top  and  then  these  others  was  all,  they  were  in  it  too,  but  the  five  was 
decision-makers . 

DR. CRAWFORD:  Who  were  the  ones  at  the  top,  Mr.  Guinn? 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  I  was  trying  to  think,  since  we've  been 

talking  about  it.   I  know  Mr.  Chandler  was  one 
of  them  to  start  with  and  Guy  Joyner,  Will  Gerber . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Walter  Chandler,  Guy  Joyner,  Will  Gerber-- 

MR.  GUINN:  And  I'm  trying  to  think  who  the  other  two  were 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Would  Francis  Andrews  have  been  one? 
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MR.  GUINN:  Francis,  I  don't  believe  sat  in  on  it.   Of 

course  he  was  in  there,  he  was  right  in  there 
witi  them,  but  the  five  of  them,  they  made  the  decisions. 

I  remember  one  time  Judge  Adam  Pruitt  from  over  here  at  Bolivar 
wanted  to  run  for  the  Supreme  Court  at  Nashville.   And  he  come  to  see 
me,  or  no,  he  called.   The  first  time  he  passed  through  here,  I  was 
going  in  and  out  of  there  three  or  four  times  a  week  through  Bolivar, 
going  to  Memphis  and  other  places  in  West  Tennessee.   He  said,  "Stop  in 
my  office,  I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  a  matter." 

So  I  stopped  there  two  or  three  days  after  he  called  me  to  see  what 
he  wanted  and  he  said,  "I  want  to  run  for  Supreme  Court,  but  I  don't  want 
to  run  without  Mr.  Crump's  backing.    I  know  if  he's  not  for  me  I  can't  get 
it."   "Well,"  I  said,  "I  would  be  glad  to  do  anything  I  could  to  help  you, 
but  why  don't  you  go  see  Mr.  Crump,  let  him  see  who  you  are."   I  said, 
"He's  pretty  good  on  figuring  out  a  man's  ability  when  he  talks  to  him  and 
let  me  know  how  you  come  out  and  I'll  recommend  you  highly  to  the  organiza- 
tion."  So  he  went  over  there  the  next  day  and  said  he  was  never  treated 
any  nicer  in  his  life,  but  he  said,  "You  know  I  just  couldn't  bring  that 
up,  I'm  going  to  ask  you  to  go  back."   "Well,"  I  said,  "that  beats  all." 
So  I  went  back  over  there  two  days  later,  I  went  in  and  talked   to  them-- 
about  three  of  them  together--and  told  them  he  wanted  to  run  and  I  said, 
"He  won't  run  without  Mr.  Crump's  approval  and  I  recommend  him  highly, 
I've  known  him  for  years.   He's  outstanding  in  every  way  and  he  is  a  good 
lawyer. " 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  was  his  name? 

MR.  GUINN:  Allen  Pruitt,  he  got  to  be  Chief  Justice. 

And  so  they  went  to  this  meeting,  five  of 
them,  and  Joyner  said, "Come  back  to  the  office  about  one  o'clock  and 
we  will  take  it  up  when  we  go  out  to  eat  and  have  a  meeting."   So  I 
went  back  at  one  o'clock  and  soon  after  that  he  came  back  and  he  said, 
"Tell  him  to  throw  his  hat  into  the  ring."  I  came  on  back  through 
Bolivar  and  I  said,  "It's  OK,"  I  told  him,  "  the  only  man  that  wants  to 
run  is  against  the  Crump  organization  and  Mr.  Pruitt  is  not."  Hardin 
County  always  goes  with  him.   Well,  that  is  when  they  told  me  to  throw 
his  hat  in  the  ring  and  the  next  day  he  announced  it  in  The  Commercial 
Appeal  or  the  Press ,  I  don't  remember  which,  and  he  won. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

from  the  jail, 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 


And  he  won. 

He  won  it .   Nobody  ran  against  him  because 

Mr.  Crump  came  out  for  him. 

Now,  where  did  they  go  to  ha/e  this  meeting 

at  noon? 

Most  of  the  time  across  that  little  restaurant 

I  was  telling  you  about,  right  straight  across 

That  Italian  restaurant  across  from  the  jail? 
They  served  Italian  food  and  I  don't  know  what 
else.   I  used  to  go  over  there  occasionally 


with  them  to  eat 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  Mr.  Crump  go  there  regularly? 

MR.  GUINN:  He  would  meet  them  there  a  lot,  I  don't  know 

how  often  they  met  there  because  I  was  just 
in  and  out  of  Memphis,  you  see. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  that  is  one  of  tihe  places  he  would  meet? 

MR.  GUINN:  That  is  one  of  the  places  they  met  and  they 

would  eat.   They  had  a  place  back  there  where 
they  could  talk  and  that's  where  they  would  make  a  lot  of  their  decisions. 
At  that  time  Shelby  County  had  put  out  about  60,000  votes.   There  would 
only  be  about  2,500  the  other  way.   Shelby  County  and  the  West  Tennessee 
counties  went  with  it.   That's  why  they  picked  a  fellow  like  me  to  help 
organize  these  other  counties  and  vote  West  Tennessee  solid.   West  Ten- 
sessee  moved  the  state,  that's  all  there  was  to  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  it's  been  different  since  then. 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  after  they  lost  Mr.  Crump,  Shelby 

County's  vote  hasn't  been  worth  thirty  cents, 
just  too  many  factions.   No,  it's  been  a  different  situation  since  he 
dropped  out  of  the  picture. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  West  Tennessee  was  really  important  when 

Mr.  Crump  was  in  there  and  since  then  West 
Tennessee  has  come  out  short  on  state  money  any  way  you  look  at  it. 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   But  I  never  did  go  to  them  for 

anything  that  they  didn't  help  me  out  on.   Of 
course,  I  would  take  off  of  my  own  work  and  go  get  some  work  done  for  them 
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when  they  would  call  me  because  if  I  ever  needed  them  I'd  get  them. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Where  did  you  see  Mr.  Crump  when  you  went 

over  there? 
MR.  GUINN:  I  believe  in  his  office  the  first  time  I  met 

him.   He  had  an  office  up  in  the  Crump  building. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  that  small,  high  building. 

MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  that  tall  building--E  .H .  Crump  &  Co.,  I 

believe.   He  used  to  be  something  else.   He 
used  to  charter  excursion  boats,  a  steamer,  and  carry  all  the  [handicappedl 
people  and  blind  people  and  people  like  that  every  year.   He'd  carry  them 
and  he'd  always  call  me  and  invite  me  to  go  on  those  trips.   I  went  on 
several . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  went  on  some  of  the  tours.   What  were  they 

like? 
MR.  GUINN:  Just  had  the  best  time  you  ever  saw.   Just  what- 

ever they  wanted  he  had  it  fixed  for  them  and 
it  didn't  cost  them  a  dime  and  he  paid  the  whole  thing.   Some  of  the  big 
boats  too,  kind  of  like  the--what  is  that  big  boat  that  comes  up  here 
occasionally?   The  Delta  Queen,  boats  like  that. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  would  charter  a  boat  for  the  blind  and  the 

indigent? 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   The  Police  Department  and  people 

like  that  would  get  them  down  there  and  they 
had  plenty  of  help  to  get  them  down  there  and  get  them  back  home. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  time  of  the  year  did  he  do  that?   Was  it 

always  the  same? 
MR.  GUINN:  Always  the  summertime.   I  don't  remember 

exactly  what  time.   It  was  warm  weather.   Yeah, 
he  always  invited  me  on  the  trips.   I  went  two  or  three  times. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  invited  a  few  special  friends,  I  suppose. 

MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   I  went  mostly  on  account  of  to 

get  to  talk  with  him  some,  because  it  would  be 
gone  two  or  three  hours,  you  know. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  did  his  office  look  like  when  you  were  there? 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  it  wasn't  too  elaborate,  the  way  I  remem- 

ber it.   That's  been  a  long  time  back.   I  can't 
remember  exactly  how  it  was  set  up.   It  wasn't  like  a  lot  of  those  offices 
on  Front  Street.   They  look  like  they  had  been  there  two  hundred  years, 
and  had  the  finest  mahogany  offices  you  ever  saw  and  had  those  old  bat- 
tered up  fronts.   I  guess  you  have  been  in  them. 

I  know  one  cotton  man  there  on  Front  Street,   had  a  big  farm  out  there, 
out  east  of  Memphis,  it  was  right  close  to  Germantown.   Somebody  had 
opened  up  a  gravel  pit  on  it  and  it  looked  awful  bad  out  on  a  blacktop 
road  that  went  by  it.   I  had  a  job  right  there  close  an  d  I  went  to  see 
him  about  getting  some  gravel.   And  he  said,  "They've  nearly  ruined  my 
place  now."  I  said,  "I  tell  you  what  and  I  can  back  it  up,  if  you  will 
let  me  have  that  gravel,  I'll  fix  that  up  so  that  you  will  never  know 
that  that  has  been  taken  out  of  there.   And  I've  got  a  good  man  to  back 
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me  up,  John  Brown  down  here,  the  President  of  the  Union  Planters  Bank, 
had  known  me  all  my  life.   You  just  call  him  and  ask  him  if  I'm  not  good 
for  my  word. " 

He  called  John  and  John  said,  "Let  him  have  anything  he  wants,  I've 
known  him  all  his  life."   So  I  went  in  there  and  dug  all  the  gravel  out 
he  had  and  then  we  put  a  couple  of  big  bulldozers  in  there  and  just 
sloped  that  off  just  as  pretty  and  level  as  you  please.   He  fertilized 
it  and  sowed  it  and  you  can't  tell  today  that  there  has  ever  been  a  gravel 
pit  there.   And  while  we  was  there  he  said,  "I  want  to  get  you  to  build 
me  a  mile  road  across  the  farm  and  if  you  ever  need  any  more  gravel  and 
you  find  it  on  my  place,  you've  welcome  to  it,  it  won't  cost  you  a  penny." 

I  got  hold  of  another  one  over  there  where  one  of  those  big  lumber 
companies  had  a  fine  farm  out  there  at  Eden,  I  believe  it  was.   And  I 
needed  a  lot  of  dirt  to  build  an  overpass  there—widen  an  overpass  there 
going  over  the  railroad--and  I  didn't  know  hardly  where  I  was  going  to 
get  it.   I  was  really  hunting  around  there.   Somebody  told  me  about  this 
man  and  said  he  had  been  trying  to  get  somebody  to  build  him  a  pond. 
Well,  I  went  to  Memphis  to  see  him  and  I  said,  "I  need  about  a  hundred- 
thousand  yards  of  dirt  and  somebody  told  me  that  you  wanted  a  pond.   He 
said,  "Yes  sir,  I  do,  you  can  have  all  the  dirt  you  want  if  you  will  just 
dig  me  up  a  pond."    So  I  just  built  him  a  great  big  pond.   It  had  several 
acres  in  it.   And  we  got  over  a  hundred-thousand  yards  of  dirt  out  of 
there  and  made  him  a  nice  pond.   He  was  raising,  I  believe,  Hereford 
cattle  and  he  had  a  lot  of  fine  cattle  out  there.   No,  it  wasn't  east. 
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It  was  a  Ford  dealership  out  there  north  of  Memphis  at  Bartlett.   A 
man  there  used  to  be  Highway  Commissioner  under  Governor  Browning. 
What  was  his  name? 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It  wouldn't  have  been  Barret,  would  it? 

MR   GUINN:  No.   I  know  Mr.  Walter  Barret.   He  used  to 

have  four  or  five  banks  and  finally  joined 
up  with  Union  Planters.   Yeah,  I  have  got  gravel  off  his  place.   I  used 
to  know  lots  of  people  in  Memphis. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  many  people  would  go  on  these  excursions 

that  Mr.  Crump  had? 
MR   GUINN:  I  guess  it  would  be  maybe  two  or  three  hundred 

Just  all  he  could  get  up. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Most  of  the  people  who  wanted  to  go  for  the 

boat  ride  and  then  a  few  of  his  friends  too? 
MR.  GUINN:  Yeah,  he  wouldn't  carry  too  many  friends, 

really.   Just  a  very  few  went  along.   He  went 
mostly  to  carry  those  people  every  year. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Do  you  know  if  he  paid  for  this  personally? 

MR.  GUINN:  He  paid  for  it  personally.   There  was  another 

thing  Mr.  Crump  wouldn't  do.   He  never  would 
take  any  insurance  off  the  state  of  Tennessee   to  my  personal  knowledge. 
I  don't  think  he  ever  did  off  the  City  of  Memphis. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  he  did  not. 
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MR.  GUINN:  I  know  he  didn't  off  the  state  and  I  don't 

think  he  did  off  the  City  of  Memphis.   Because 
he  didn't  want  to  be  criticized.   He  was  in  a  position  to  get  it  all,  but 
he  didn't  take  it. 
DR   CRAWFORD:  I  don't  think  anyone  ever  accused  him  of 

stealing . 
MR   GUINN:  No,  he  was  straight.   The  time  I  knew  Mr. 

Crump   he  was  just  outstanding  in  every  way. 
I  never  will  forget  one  morning  they  called  me.   Solomon  Corinth  and 
Simon  Rubble,  a  bunch  of  Jews  there  running  a  store.   Simon  was  in 
school  with  President  Roosevelt.   That  was  when  he  was  running  one  term, 
I  don't  know  which  term.   Simon  called  me  and  said,  "Bob,  do  you  want 
to  go  with  us  up  to  catch  a  train  and  ride  back  with  the  President?" 
And  I  couldn't  go  for  some  reason  and  I  said,  "I  appreciate  your  calling, 
but  I  can't  go."   But  they  met  him  and  rode  back  down  through  Corinth 
and  got  off.   I  don't  know  where  he  was  going  from  there. 

But  anyway,  after  that  President  Roosevelt  was  at  Nashville  and  I 
remember  I  was  standing  there  on  the  corner  of,  I  believe  Eighth  Avenue 
and  Church  Street.   Mr.  Crump  had  that  big,  wavy,  white  hair  just  waving 
like  that,  and  brown  hat  on  and  he  was  in  the  car  with  the  President  and 
they  came  right  up,  right  where  I  was.   I  got  a  good  [look  at1  both  of 
them  right  then.   Well,  Mr.  Crump  was  a  very  easy  man  to  see,  he  wasn't 
hard  to  see  at  all. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  he  have  a  large  office  staff? 
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MR.  GUINN: 
DR.  CRAWFORD 
MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


MR.  GUINN:  I  don't  remember  how  many  he  worked,  of  course 

I  was  just  in  his  office,  his  private  office. 
I'm  sure  they  worked  several  in  there  because  that  building  had  offices 
in  it.   That  building  is  still  there.   I  haven't  been  downtown  but  once 
in  I  don't  know  how  long. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  the  Police  Department  is  using  that 

building  now. 

They  are? 

Yes. 

I  believe  they  have  built  a  new  building 

somewhere  now,  haven't  they. 

Yes.   Further  out  east.   Well,  what  did 

Hardin  County  get  from  this  association  with 
Mr.  Crump?   It  was  good  for  the  county  here,  wasn't  it? 
MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  yeah.   We  got--offhand  it's  hard  for  me  to 

say--but  we  got  a  lot  of  things.   We  got  a 
lot  of  roads,  county  roads  and  some  state  roads  that  we  wanted   built. 
I  didn't  keep  a  record  ot  it.   Right  off  hand  I  can't  think,  but  every- 
thing that  we  wanted,  we  asked  for,  we  got.   And  of  course,  that's  the 
reason  why  when  they  called  on  me.   I'd  get  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
if  necessary  and  go  work.   Any  of  these  counties  that  they  couldn't  work 
they'd  call  me. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  stand  by  your  friends 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir.   That's  how  I  done  in  politics,  might 
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near  forced  in.  I  wasn't  a  politician,  not 
yet--but  I  have  been  accused  of  being  one--but  a  politician  by  default 
you  might  say. 

Well,  not  many  people  care  about  leadership. 

Not  I.   I  didn't  care  for  it.   But  I'm  one 

of  these  kind,  I  like  to  win  when  I  get  in 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  GUINN: 


something. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  what  about  the  Crump  organization, did 

they  have  the  ability  to  win  these  bills 
that  they  had  in,  could  you  count  on  something  when  they  tried  to  help 
you  with  it? 
MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir!   West  Tennessee  could  carry  anything 

they  wanted  to  carry  because  a  lot  of  the 
East  Tennessee  counties  would  go  along.   Because  I  used  to  know  a  lot 
of  leaders  in  East  Tennessee. 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

about  that? 

MR.  GUINN: 


Republican  leaders? 

No,  they  were  Democrats. 

That's  right,  when  you  were  on  the-- 

Lot  of  Republicans  for  years  went  along  because 

that  was  the  only  place  they  could  go. 

How  did  Mr.  Crump  get  along  with  Republican 

leaders  in  East  Tennessee,  do  you  know  anything 

Pretty  good.   Pretty  good  with  some  of  them, 
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i  donft  know  how  many,  but  they  always  got 
enough  to  help  out.   But  West  Tennessee  was  pretty  well  strong  Democrat 
to  start  with,  and  they  pretty  well  went  along,  most  of  the  time.   West 
Tennessee  and  Middle  Tennessee  hardly  ever  had  a  conflict  there.   They 
worked  together  pretty  good. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  the  West  Tennessee  Legislative  Delegation 

vote  together  pretty  well? 
MR   GUINN:  Yes  sir. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  a  lot  of  strength  when  they  do. 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir! 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  It's  not  that  way  any  more. 

MR.  GUINN:  They  had  to  be  organized.   Now,  during  Mr. 

Crump's  reign  over  there  they  had  to  have 
a  precinct  organized.   They  had  every  block  on  every  street  you  might 
say  organized.   They  had  somebody  responsible  for  calling  on  practically 
every  voter.   That's  just  how  well  organized  they  were   That's  why  they 
would  vote  60,000  votes  or  62,000,  something  like  that.   They'd  get 
60,000  or  58,000. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  would  be  enough  to  carry  an  election. 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  it  would  carry  an  election.   [Hardin"! 

County  would  go  with  them  see.   All  of  us 
would  go  with  them. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  surrounding  West  Tennessee  counties. 

MR.  GUINN:  These  eleven  counties  I  worked  in  for  them. 
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They  would  all  go  straight  and  that's  pretty 
good  size.  You  take  Madison  County  and  Henry  County  and  these  counties 
are  smaller  counties. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Did  you  cover  Gibson  County? 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  we  was  in  a  position  to  carry  Gibson 

because  Hadley  was  a  leader  in  Gibson  County. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Let's  see.  he  was  in  Humboldt,  wasn't  he? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  contractors  were  very  influential. 

MR.  GUINN:  You're  not  kidding.   And  this  is  not  for  the 

record  either,  but  where  they  got  most  of 
their  money  was  off  the  whiskey  men.   I've  seen  them  bring  it  in  there 
by  the  boxfulls  and  they'd  finance  all  these  races   see.   Nobody  took 
any  of  that  money.   In  other  words,  every  bit  of  it  was  used  for  electing 
candidates . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  Mr.  Crump  would  not  allow  any  people 

in  the  organization-- 
MR.  GUINN:  If  they  caught  them  at  it,  they  was  fired. 

And  like  I  told  you,  (Mr.  Crump  would  say), 
"I'll  help  you  get  a  job  but  it's  up  to  you  to  hold  it." 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  what  he  would  tell  people  who  came 

to  him? 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right.   If  you  get  kicked  out,  don't 

come  back  to  me.   But  make  good.   They  all 
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tell  you  that,  I  mean  the  five  top  leaders  would  tell  you  that. 

DR. CRAWFORD:  So  the  people  that  wanted  help  with  a  job, 

they  would  help  them?   But  people  had  to 
perform  to  hold  a  job. 

MR.  GUINN:  That's  right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  That  seems  fair. 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  see  they  had  another  fellow  kind  of  like 

me  that  was  pretty  well  set  up  in  each  of 
the  counties  that  they  could  call  on  that  knew  all  of  these  representatives 
and  senators  and  you  could  always  work  something  out  with  them  from 
Shelby  County--they  was  after  state  bills,  what  they  were  after.   They 
could  pass  their  own  bills  without  any  help.   They  had  a  delegation,  they 
could  pass  anything  they  wanted  to. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  the  Shelby  County  delegation  was  large, 

but  it  was  only  about  20%  of  the  legislature. 
MR.  GUINN:  That's  right,  but  their  local  bills  though 

they  had  no  trouble.   Nobody  would  buck  them 
on  their  own  bills.   Of  course,  when  they  put  one  up  for  Shelby  County 
why  that  was  it.   But  when  they  was  interested  in  a  state-wide  bill 
then  they  had  to  have  help. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  they  needed  your  help  here. 

MR.  GUINN:  They  needed  help  from  a  smaller  county. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  What  about  the  senator,  what  was  his  name 

that  was  elected  from  here? 
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MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 

MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD: 


His  name  was  Harold  Blount. 

Blount? 

Blount.  B-L-O-U-N-T. 

Could  they  count  on  his  help  then,  in  state 

bills? 
MR.  GUINN:  A  hundred  per  cent.   They  put  up  the  money  to 

put  him  in  there.   I  was  the  one  that  named 
him.   And  I  said  if  you  can't  go  along  with  them,  don't  run.   Because 
they  are  not  going  to  ask  you  to  do  anything  wrong,  I  know  that.   And 
I  said,  "As  far  as  state  legislation,  you're  not  interested  in  anyway, 
they'll  take  care  of  you  on  your  own  legislation  here  at  home  and  you 
help  them  on  theirs."   But  one  bill  came  up  that  he  wanted  to  get  in  on 
so  bad  he  was  about  to  die.   It  was  a  trucking  bill.   And  I  said,  "If 
you  ever  take  a  dime  up  there  and  I  hear  of  it,  I'm  going  to  expose  you 
publically."  Well,  they  came  around  on  that  trucking  bill,  you  know 
they  really  put  up  the  money. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  The  truckers  did? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes  sir.   They  jumped  him  right  off  the  reel 

and  he  couldn't  hardly  turn  it  down.   They 
offered  him  like,  I  think  it  was  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars.   He  called 
me  up  and  I  said,  "Don't  you  take  a  dime  of  it.   I  told  you  when  you 
went  up  there  you  couldn't  do  it  and  if  you  do  it,  I'm  going  to  expose 
you."  And  I  kept  him  from  doing  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  know  the  trucking  lobbyists  are  still 
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in  there  fighting  now. 
MR.  GUINN:  It's  still  there,  [villi  always  be  there.   But 

they  have  got  big  enough  loads  on  there  now. 
That's  what  is  tearing  these  roads  up.   It  takes  a  tremendous  road  to 
hold  up  these  big  heavy  trucks  and  trailers. 


You  know  they  have  increased  that  load  so 

much. 

Seventy-two  or  seventy-eight  thousand,  I  forget 

which. 

Somewhere  in  the  seventies  and  they  have  just 

barely  completed  1-40  and  already  it  is  breaking 


DR.  CRAWFORD: 
MR.  GUINN: 
DR.  CRAWFORD: 

up. 

MR.  GUINN:  Absolutely.   And  those  heavy  loads  is  what  is 

doing  it.   But  they  will  finally  get  that 

working.   You  have  got  to  have  a  tremendous  strong  base  under  those  roads 

That  heavy  weight  going  over  them  will  get  them  to  waving  and  then  when 

they  do,  they  are  gone. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  sometimes  when  I  drive  back  from  Nash- 

ville to  Memphis,  I  count  the  trucks,  the  big 

trucks  that  I  am  meeting,  and  in  two  hundred  miles  I'll  meet  two  hundred 

trucks  on  a  quick  trip  back. 

MR.  GUINN:  Well,  there  is  over  six  thousand  vehicles 

across  up  here  a  day.   Between  six  and  seven 

thousand   right  there.   I  was  the  first  man  in  West  Tennessee  or  in  the 
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state  that  I  know  of  that  started  the  trailer  dump  truck,  one  of  these 
big  dump  trailers  that  they  have.   Fruehauf,  a  man  called  on  me.   I 
bought  lots  of  bodies  from  them  because  we  really  operated  a  lot  of 
trucks  and  I  talked  to  that  man  one  day.   I  said,  "I've  got  an  idea 
about  some  dump  trailers  that  would  carry  twice  as  much  as  these  trailers 
we  are  using  and  for  very  little  difference  in  expense."  And  he  said, 
"We  can  make  them,  we'll  discuss  it,  I  think  we've  got  the  plans."  I 
said, "If  you  will  guarantee  it,  I  will  give  you  an  order  for  three 
right  now  and  try  them  out."   So  he  said,  "I'll  call  you  back." 

The  Fish  and  Game  Department  for  years  was  more  or  less  a  political 
setup.   If  they  wanted  to  give  a  job  to  somebody  they  put  him  on  the 
Fish  and  Game  as  Game  Warden.   And  a  bunch  of  us  wanted  to  change  that 
and  try  to  get  some  system  to  the  operation  and  we  took  it  up  with 
Governor  Browning--Jim  Hadley  and  myself  and  two  or  three  others.   And 
Governor  Browning  said,  "I'll  tell  you  what,  I  agree  with  you,  it  needs 
changing.   It  needs  to  be  taken  out  of  politics."  And  I  said,  "That's 
what  we  want."   So  he  said,  "We'll  set  up  a  meeting  in  Jackson,  Tennessee 
and  advertise  it  and  notify  the  people  all  around  that's  interested  to 
come  and  we  will  just  set  up  a  commission."   So  we  did  and  we  changed  it 
and  set  up  a  commission  and  it  is  still  operating  today. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Is  that  the  way  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission 

got  started? 
MR.  GUINN:  That  is  the  way  it  started,  we  started  it. 

Started  it  in  Jackson,  Tennessee. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  You  were  a  member  of  the  State  Commission, 

weren't  you,  Mr.  Guinn? 
MR.  GUINN:  I  was  elected  to  that,  statewide  .because  I  was 

so  close  to  Governor  Browning  and  Governor 
Clement  wouldn't  let  me  have  it.   Governor  McCord  was  commissioning 
and  he  wanted  me.   He  called  me  and  said,  "I  see  where  you  were  elected." 
I  said,  "Yes,  but  I  don't  know  whether  or  not  Governor  Clement  is  going 
to  let  me  serve."  He  said,  "Well,  I  need  you  bad."   I  said,  "Well,  you 
talk  to  him."   But  that  time  he  kind  of  had  it  in  for  me  because  I  was 
with  Browning  and  stayed  with  him  and  couldn't  afford  to  do  otherwise. 
After  Governor  Browning  got  out  then  they  called  me  to  help  them.   I 
went  up  there  and  helped  them  to  raise  all  that  money. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  And  did  you  get  appointed  by  Frank  Clement 

after  that? 
MR.  GUINN:  One  day  he  said  he  was  going  to  put  me  out 

of  business.   Of  course  I  knew  he  couldn't 
do  that  because  we  bid  those  jobs,  he  didn't  hand  them  out,  you  have  to 
bid  them.   I  knew  he  was  talking  through  his  hat  when  he  was  talking 
about  putting  some  of  us  out  of  business.   We  just  told  him  we  would 
show  him.   We  bid  more  jobs  then  than  we  ever  did  bid.  Some  time  after 
that  he  found  out  that  I  had  raised  all  that  money  for  him.   Well, 
Governor  Ellington  one  day  called  me  to  come  up  there  and  raise  that 
$50,000. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Now  who  were  you  raising  that  for? 
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MR.  GUINN:  That  was  Frank  Clement.   It  was  a  note 

that  they  had  to  take  up  two  days  later. 
And  Mr.  Bob  Clement,  Frank's  daddy,  said,  "No,  we  don't  want  him,  he's 
on  the  wrong  side."   Governor  Ellington  said,  "If  you  want  to  get  the 
money  raised,  you  better  get  somebody  up  here  that  can  raise  it.   If  you 
want  me  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  you  all  stay  out  of  it  and  let 
me  get   somebody  up  here  that  can  raise  the  money." 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Was  this  a  personal  note? 

MR.  GUINN:  Yes,  four  or  five  of  them  had  signed  it. 

I  don't  remember  who  all  was  on  it  right 
now,  but  this  trucking  man  I  was  trying  to  think  of,  his  name  is  on  the 
tip  of  my  tongue.   I  can't  call  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  Governor  Clement  found  out  about  that, 

didn't  he? 
MR.  GUINN:  He  found  out  about  it  and  came  down  here 

one  day  and  I  got  to  talk  with  him  about 
two  hours.   And  I  said,  "Governor,  you  mistreated  me  one  time  back  here 
and  I  never  have  gotten  over  it."   He  said,  "Well,  I  want  to  apologize 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  realize  what  you  did  for  me  and  I  always 
will  be  sorry  about  it."  But  I  said,  "I  never  would  rest  easy  if  I 
hadn't  told  you  about  it."   So,  one  day  after  that  came  a  brown  [envelope] 
about  this  long,  laying  out  there  on  the  desk.   My  wife  used  that  desk 
out  there  and  it  was  face  down.   I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  it,  I 
thought  it  was  some  kind  of  advertisement.   So  I  went  out  there  to  move 
some  mail,  I  had  to  pick  that  up  and  I  saw  the  Governor's  office  on  it. 
I  opened  it  up  and  there  was  the  Commission  and  there  was  also  a  little 
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card  about  this  long  to  carry  in  your  billfold  to  show  that  you  was   a 
Colonel  on  the  Governor's  staff.   I  didn't  have  no  idea  that  he  would 
ever  do  that.   I  didn't  ask  for  it  and  didn't  have  no  idea  of  getting 
it.   It  was  just  a  big  surprise  to  me,  it  was  after  we  had  that  talk. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  you  had  been  loyal  to  Gordon  Brown- 

ing. 
MR.  GUINN:  I  couldn't  do  otherwise.   We  had  been  to- 

gether so  much  and  in  business  ventures 
together.   Why  I  voted  against  Governor  Browning  when  he  ran  against 
Governor  McCord  and  made  him  mad  at  me.   And  I  said,  "Governor  Browning 
I  didn't  know  you  was  going  to  run  and  I  was  going  to  help  get  Gover- 
nor McCord  to  run  and  I've  been  going  all-  over  the  county  with  him  and 
other  counties  and  I  can't  back  up.   All  I  want  to  do  is  to  vote  for 
Governor  McCord."  And  finally,  he  was  talking  about  his  financing 
and  everything  and  I  said,  "Well,  I'll  tell  you  what."   I  went  and  got 
fifteen-hundred  dollars — I  knew  he  was  coming  over  here — out  of  the  bank. 
And  I  said,  "I'll  tell  you  what  I  want  to  do  if  you'll  accept  it,  as 
long  as  you  and  me  have  been  friends,  I  want  to    stay  that  way."   I 
want  to  give  you  fifteen  hundred  dollars  on  your  race.   And  he  grabbed 
it  just  like  that  and  that  was  the   end  of  him  being  mad  at  me.   We 
was  closest  friends  ever  after. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  in  politics  you  have  to  support  your 

friends.   You  can't  turn  against  your  friends 
MR.  GUINN:  You  can't  do  that.   I  just  wouldn't  do  it. 
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I  don't  care  what  happened.   If  I  tell  a  fellow  I'm  going  to  support 
you  and  stay  with  you,  I'm  going  to  stay  in  there.   I  don't  care  who 
comes  out.   You  just  can't  back  up  on  something  like  that.  And  at  that 
time  Governor  Browning  was  still  overseas.   He  hadn't  come  home. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  He  got  into  that  one  a  little  late  all 

right. 
MR.  GUINN:  He  got  in  late  and  he  had  to  finance  it 

himself.   He  was,  he  was  broke,  I  mean  he 
just  didn't  have  any  money  at  all.   That  day  that  I  gave  him  that 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  it  was  like  lighting  a  light. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  How  were  your  relations  with  Buford 

Ellington? 
MR.  GUINN:  Very  close.   He  got  a  little  miffed  at  me  one 

time.   It  wasn't  my  fault.   John  Hooker, 
Sr.  was  my  attorney  all  this  time  I  was  in  business  and  he  was  one  of  the 
best  there  was  in  the  state  and  one  of  my  closest  friends.  Back  before 
Martha  and  me  married,  I  was  going  with  his  present  wife  he's  got.   And 
I  was  going  with  her  pretty  stout  and  she  was  one  of  the  prettiest  women 
I  ever  saw  in  my  life.   She  helped  me  get  a  lot  of  business.   She  worked 
right  in  the  back  office  behind  the  Governor  and  she  was  the  secretary  to 
the  Governor's  Executive  Secretary.   And  of  course,  he  just  might  near  ran 
the  state  to  tell  you  the  truth  about  it — anything  he  wanted  to  do.   And 
a  fellow  came  up  and  told  me  one  day,  "you  know  what,  you  cut  in  on  one 
of  the  best  friends  you  ever  had."   I  said,  "Why,  how  do  you  mean."  He 
said,  "John  Hooker  is  going  to  marry  her  just  as  quick  as  he  can  get  a 
divorce,  if  he  can."   I  said,  "Well,  I  didn't  know  that,  I'm  not  that 


58 
far  along."   So  I  never  did  go  back.   And  she  never  did  know  why  I 
took  out.   But  she  married  Mr.  Hooker  and  she  wound  up  in  good  shape 
too.   She  got  a  big  colonial  farm  home  up  there  in  Franklin  and  several 
hundred  acres  of  the  prettiest  farm  land  in  that  country. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  I  believe  that  she  did  not  support John 

Jay  Jr.  in  the  last  election,  as  I  remem- 
ber. 

MR.  GUINN:  No,  she  was  for  .  .  . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:  Wiseman,  perhaps? 

MR.  GUINN:  Tommy  Wiseman.   I  tried  to  get  Ray  Blanton 

and  them  to  hire  Tommy  Wiseman  to  work 
between  him  and  the  Legislature.   And  they  wouldn't  pay  any  attention  to 
me.   He  carried  his  brother  up  there  and  a  whole  bunch  down  here  from 
McNairy  County  and  he  was  into  it  up  to  here  right  now. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Yes,  it  certainly  didn't  work  well,  not 

the  first  two  years  anyway.   This  year  I 
don't  know  about. 
MR.  GUINN:  Well,  it's  still  not  working  good.   I 

noticed  where  he  fired  some  of  his  Shelby 
County.  Well,  that  is  the  worst  thing  a  Governor  could  get  into  is 
appointing  a [Patronage] Committee.  [Clement]  tried  that  and  boy  he  got 
off  that  like  a  hot  potato.  Why  they  would  have  them  down  here  and  it 
wasn't  no  time  they  was  fighting  among  themselves  and  we  was  just 
easing  up  there  and  getting  everything  we  wanted  and  they  couldn't  get 
anything.   Annabelle  was  the  politician  of  the  family.   And  I  used  to  go 
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to  Annabelle  when  I  wanted  to  get  something  done.   She  would  pick  up  the 
telephone  and  I  would  say,  "If  you  don't  mind,  call  the  Commissioner  and 
tell  him  you  are  sending  me  over  there,  I  want  to  get  so   and  so  done." 
She'd  pick  up  the  telephone  and  say,  "I'm  sending  Mr.  Bob  Guinn  over  there, 
he  wants  so  and  so  done.   You  take  care  of  it."  Boy,  just  like  that!  No 
argument.   I  worked  that  old  trick  just  like  nobodys  business. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Tennessee  is  an  interesting  state,  Mr.  Guinn. 

MR.  GUINN:  I'm  always  trying  to  get  a  new  addition  to 

the  hospital  out  here — a  half-million 
dollar  addition  to  the  nursing  home.    We're  way  back  on  the  list  but  we 
had  the  money  ahead  to  finance  our  end  of  it  and  we  was  25th,  I  believe 
it  was.   So  I  went  up  there  one  morning  and  Governor  Ellington  was  in 
that  time.   I  said,  "We've  got  money  enough  to  finance  our  part  of  the 
nursing  home  on  that  hospital  down  there.   A  lot  of  these  counties  are 
ahead  of  us  but  they  don't  have  the  money."   I  said,  "If  you  don't  mind 
calling  that  lady — a  lady  was  running  it — and  tell  her  to  help  us  out  on 
it." 

So,  he  called  her  and  told  her,  he  was  sending  me  down   there  to  do 
what  she  could  to  help  us.   So,  I  went  down  there  and  seen  her  and  she 
said,  "I'll  tell  you  what,  I'm  going  to  go  to  calling  on  these  counties 
and  if  they  don't  have  the  money,  we'll  call  you." 

It  wasn't  no  time  until  she  called  us  and  said,  "You  all  are  number 
one  now,  if  you  are  ready."   I  said,  "We  got  the  money."   So,  we  got  that 
half  a  million  dollars  just  like  that.   But  the  county  had  to  put  up  a 
little,  I  don't  remember  what  it  amounted  to. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:  But  you  had  it  ready  to  put  up? 

MR.  GUINN:  Oh,  yeah.   What  we  did,  I  was  on  the  City 

Commission,  when  we  got  the  hospital  built. 
And  in  fact  of  the  business  we  was  running  in  a  hole  and  squirming  around 
about  it  and  finally  one  of  them  got  up  and  said,  "Well,  Squire  Guinn 
had  more  to  do  with  that  hospital  than  anybody,  I  make  a  motion  that 
we  turn  it  over  to  him  to  work  it  out.   And  I  said,  "Well,  all  right,  I'll 
accept  that  with  this  understanding:   That  none  of  you  all  meddle  with 
it  after  I  get  it  set  up."  They  agreed  to  that  so  I  didn't  even  go  to 
lunch. 

I  went  downtown  and  picked  me  a  committee  to  take  over  the  hospital. 
I  picked  a  man  in  ray  bank,  the  President  of  the  other  bank  and  the  druggist 
there  in  town,  Rexall  Drug  man,  an  attorney,  and  a  man  running  the  factory 
out  here.   I  went  back  up,  I  said,  "I've  got  my  board  made  up,  three 
Democrats  and  two  Republicans  on  it,  but  I  didn't  pick  them  from  that 
standpoint.   I'm  going  to  make  a  motion  that  they  be  accepted  to  take 
over  the  hospital  operation."  And  they  approved  it.   They  took  it  over. 
And  then  I  knew  we  were  going  to  have  to  have  some  money  and  I  didn't 
want  to  see  them  have  to  put   tax  on  it,  so  we  weren't  taxing  the  beer 
here  in  the  county  or  the  town  either.   Well,  we  put  it  out  of  the 
town,  the  people  voted  it  out.   But  in  the  county  it  wasn't  taxed.   I 
went  down  to  the  attorney's  office  and  they  worked  with  us  and  got 
him  to  draw  up  a  resolution  for  taxing  beer.   And  I  went  up  there  and 
some  way  the  preachers  got  on  that  and  I  got  up  and  amended  a  motion. 
The  preachers  asked  to  speak  before  anybody  voted.   All   of  them  were 
there, my  preacher  included.   He  got  up  in  a  nice  way  and  said  he  knew 
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me  and  knew  I  didn't  drink  and  knew  that  I  wouldn't  be  for  anything  that 
I  thought  would  hurt  the  county,  but  he  felt  like  it  would  be  a  mistake 
if  it  passed.   Well,  I  couldn't  get  nobody  to  second  my  motion.   Just 
set  me  down! 

Well,  I  carried  that  in  my  pocket  and  the  next  time  court  met,  I 
looked  all  around  and  saw  them  preachers,  I  didn't  say  a  word.   I  went 
back  the  third  time,  I  looked  and  there  wasn't  a  preacher  up  there  and  I 
jumped  up  quick  as  we  got  assembled  and  I  said,  "Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to 
read  my  beer  tax  motion."   I  read  it  and  I  said,  "I'd  like  to  have  a 
second  on  that."   The  Ford  dealer  out  here  was  on  court  with  me  and 
he  said,  "I'll  second  it."   I  said,   "I  would  like  to  have  a  vote  on  that." 
They  voted  on  it  and  about  the  time  they  carried  it  by  one  vote,  here 
they  came.  I  said,  "Well,  gentlemen  you  are  too  late,  we  got  it  through." 
And  that  put  the  hospital  in  the  black  and  it's  never  been  in  the  red 
since. 


this  is  the  oral  history  research  office  of  memphis  state 
University.  the  project  is  "recent  Tennessee  political  history." 
the  place  is  savannah,  tennessee.  the  date  is  january  14,  1977. 
the  interview  is  with  mr.  robert  guinn.  the  interview  is  by  dr. 
charles  w.  crawford,  director  of  the  memphis  state  university  oral 
history  research  office.  transcribed  by  betty  williams. 
interview  ii. 

MR.  GUINN:      At  the  time  we  ran  Senator  Blount  for   the   senate. 

He  was  defeated  two  years  before  that  by  Senator 
Abernathy  at  Selraer  and  we  figured  that  there  was  something  bad 
wrong  because  we  had  worked  like  McNairy  County  very  hard.  And  he 
lost  it  over  there  so  one  of  the  men  that  helped  carry  it  for  us 
every  year--Abernathy--stayed  up  there  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
years.  He  went  over  to  the  Crump  organization  and  moved  to 
Memphis . 

I  jumped  him  one  day  and  I  said,  "I  want  you  to  tell  me  how 
you  all  have  been  stealing  that  election." 

He  said,  "Well,  I'll  tell  you."  He  said,  "We  were  sitting 
around  the  table  counting  out  those  ballots."  He  said,  "The  two 
registrars  sat  down  there  and  when  they  called  somebody's  name 
they'd  kick  one  on  the  foot  and  he'd  write  somebody  else's  name 
down."  And  he  said,  "We'd  come  out  ahead  every  time."  (Laughter) 
And  that  is  what  happened. 

We  got  on  to  that  and  the  first  time  he  ran  he  lost  it.  The 
second  time  he  ran,  we  put  a  watcher  in  every  box.  I  went  over 
there  and  hired  them  myself.  Put  one  in  every  box!  I  had  a 
business   in  Selmer.   Everybody  over  there  knew  me  as  good  as  they 


do  here.  In  fact,  I  got  a  lot  of  projects  for  them  over  there.  I 
got  the  big  wide  street  going  through  Selmer  and  a  number  of 
things  I  got  for  them. 

Governor  Browning  turned  us  down  on  that  wide  street   we   got 
there . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   Yes. 
MR.  GUINN:      They   were  up  there   to  get  it   and  he  turned   them 

down  and  so  I  went  up  there  to  see  the 
commissioner.  We  were  building  a  road  on  either  side  of  it  toward 
Jackson  and  toward  Corinth.  We  wanted  to  get  that  work  in  there. 
We  went  to  the  Highway  Commissioner  and  asked  him  about  including 
that  in  there.  Of  course,  the  Governor  didn't  know  it  so  he 
included  it  in  there  on  the  same  price  that  we  were  doing  the 
other  for.  We  built  that  big  wide  street  from  curb  to  curb  and 
saw  the  Governor  running  next  time  and  said,  "Listen,  the  next 
time  you  go  over  there  to  Selmer,  don't  forget  to  tell  them  about 
building  this  wide  street  for  them." 
He  said,  "Did  I  do  that?" 

I   said,  "But  you  didn't  know  it!"   (Laughter)   Well,  he  made 
a  speech  I  heard  him  tell  it,  he  was  telling  about   building   that 
street . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   What   in   the  way   of  support  did   you  get  for   the 

schools  here  from  the  Crump  organization? 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,   we   didn't   need   much   help   from   them   on 

schools.  We  usually  worked  that  out  ourselves.  We 
just  barely  missed  getting  a  junior  college.  We  had  a  Republican 
representative   go  from  here  up  there  and  that's  the  year  that  was 


the  second  year  that  Governor  Ellington  was  in  there.  They  had 
one  member  in  the  House  than  the  Democrats  had.  They  had  him  as 
an  Independent,  but  he  was  a  Republican.  [He  was]  O.N.  Dougherty 
and  not  so  long  ago  I  read  it.  But  he  voted  Republican  every  time 
and  it  was  hard  to  tell  lie  was  an  Independent.  I  represent  it 
because  he  was  going  to  take  over  up  there. 

He  was  bragging  about  what  he  was  going  to  do,  but  Ellington 
was  tough--I  mean  tough-minded--of  course,  he  heard  about  it.  He 
reads  the  papers  from  all  these  counties--he  reads  about  it.  He 
read  in  there  about  where  our  representative  here  got  up  before 
the  Teachers'  Association  and  told  that  he  voted  to  raise  their 
salaries  and  everything  and  left  him  thinking  that  the  governor 
said  that  the  s.o.b.  came  up  there  and  voted  against  the 
appropriation.  And  He  said,  "And  I  am  going  to  have  to  do  some 
trading  and  it  is  going  to  cost  you  all  your  junior  college." 

I  begged  him  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  schools  here 
begged  him  and  our  former  representative  there  in  the  legislature 
twelve  years  begged  him. 

He  said,  "I  can't  do  it.  I've  got  to  get  my  program  over  and 
I've  got  to  have  help." 

We  lost  it  and  we  had  that  thing  in  our  hand.  The 
Commissioner  had  already  been  down  here  and  picked  these  two 
sites.  Either  one  of  them  would  do.  And  we  spent  $25,000  getting 
up  a--well,  you  wouldn't  call  it  a  brochure,  but  it  was  similar-- 
to  see  if  it  was  a  feasible  proposition.  We  had  five  teachers 
working  on  it  for  a  long  time.  We  got  the  break  from  the  Governor 
to  work  it  out  in  writing.   We  had  the  thing  in  our  hands  and  that 


guy  run  aside  of  it. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   And  they  put  it  in  Jackson? 

MR.  GUINN:      In   Dyersburg.   Yeah,  we  already  had  it  in  our  hand 

and  threw  it  out. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   I   would  guess  that   Savannah  got  its   first  street 

light  since  you  have  become  mayor. 
MR.  GUINN:      That's  right. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   What  are  the  major  industries? 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,   they   are   Tennessee  River   Pulp   and   Paper 

Company,  Brown  Shoe  Company  from  Goodman,  Field 
Company  and  Republic  Steel.  A  fellow  came  in  here  one  day  from 
Texas  and  came  up  to  the  bank  to  talk  to  us  about  the  prospect  of 
putting  a  steel  plant  in  here  and  of  course,  we  got  interested 
right  off  the  reel.  He  made  a  trip  back  through  here  and  we  got 
to  looking  for  some  sites  up  at  Pickwick.  [He]  drew  out  a  check 
for  $15,000  and  made  it  out  on  the  dash(board)  of  my  car  and 
said, "If  you  can  buy  this  location  here  for  $15,000  we'll  be 
here . " 

I  said,  "You're  just  a  lot  closer  to  a  deal  than  you  think 
you  are."  I  came  home  and  got  our  attorney  to  go  up  there  and 
draw  up  a  contract  on  that  tract  of  land  and  left  the  check  with  a 
fellow  that  ran  the  store  up  there.  I  knew  it  wouldn't  do  for  me 
to  go.  A  good  friend  of  mine  said  you  go  up  there  and  see  if  you 
can  buy  it  for  $15,000  and  you  just  endorse  this  check  to  them. 
I'm  waiting  for  my  lawyer  to  get  up  here  and  draw  it  up  so  there 
wouldn't  be  no  backing  up.  So  he  called  me  back  in  about  two 
hours  and  said,  "Well,  I  got  your  place." 


So  they  got  that  plant  in  and  they  weren't  doing  any  good 
with  it.  They  were  about  to  blow  up  and  we  didn't  want  to  see  it 
happen  so  we  got  Republic  interested  in  it  and  George  Lenox  over 
there—the  bond  man  who  got  killed--we  knew  him  pretty  well.  Now, 
I  called  George.  I  said,  "George,  how  about  coming  over  here  and 
talking  to  us  about  handling  a  bond  issue." 

So,  he  said,  "Don't  see  anybody  until  I  can  talk  to  you."  And 
he  just  fell  right  in  with  it,  see.  George  signed  a  contract  with 
the  county  and  we  had  our  attorney  there  and  our  bondman.  Our 
bondman  said  he  didn't  want  to  be  any  part  of  it,  but  (outside 
interference).  .  .  So  we  tied  him  up  good  and  tight  and  called 
on  him  for  the  money.  The  Union  Planters  hadn't  been  doing 
business,  but  turning  it  down,  and  Third  National  turned  him  down. 

Well,  we  didn't  want  to  lose  the  plant,  so  I  went  over  there 
to  the  Union  Planters  and  Mr.  Brown,  that  was  before  he  resigned, 
and  said,  "We've  investigated  this  thing  thoroughly."  And  I  said, 
"It's  a  safe  deal  and  we  want  to  save  it  because  we  need  it." 

He  finally  said,  "Well,  we  have  decided  to  quit  fooling  with 
that  fellow.  He's  crooked  and  he  owes  us  now.  I  don't  know  how 
much  money  he  owes." 

I  said,  "Well,  this  is  a  good  deal  right  here." 

So  finally,  he  said,  "Well,  I'll  tell  you  what.  We'll  back 
him  on  it."  We  helped  him  get  the  money  right  then  in  Memphis 
before  we  left.  When  the  bondman  got  back  he  just--he  really 
chomped  at  the  bit  about  this.  If  we  had  waited  on  him  he  would 
have  turned  us  down.  He  told  us  he  would  have.  I  think  one  of 
Lenox's  own  bunch  killed  him. 


DR.  CRAWFORD:   They  never  convicted  anyone  I  believe  for  that? 
MR.  GUINN:      No,   someone  claimed  that  they  were  guilty  and  then 

they  were  already  in  for  life  anyway.  He  could 
claim  anything  he  wanted  to  and  it  wouldn't  have  made  any  differ- 
ence. But  they  finally  proved  it  to  be  a  lie.  I  have  an  idea 
whoever  had  that  gun,  but  I  wouldn't  say  because  I  couldn't  back 
it  up.  It  was  definitely  a  feller  in  his  own  organization. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  Well,  there's  a  lot  of  money  involved  in  the  organ- 
ization—a lot  of  hid  money. 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,  what  he  did  on  this  very  deal  that  we  had,  he 

told  this  fellow.   "The  only  way  I  will  handle  this 
bond  deal  here  is  if  you  give  me  $16,000  extra." 

I  told  the  man,  "If  you  mind  to  do  it,  it's  up  to  you.  We're 
not  going  to  do  it."  He  went  ahead  and  agreed  to  it  and  accepted 
the  prime  dollar.  He  had  it  made  to  his  boy,  I  knew  right  then, 
it  didn't  smell  good.  We  really  sucked  him  into  that  right  good 
and  we  made  him  sweat  blood  and  we  made  him  come  up  with  that 
money,  but  we  had  to  ask  for  it.  He  couldn't  have  gotten  it  cause 
they  had  already  [turned  him  down].  As  much  as  they  could  they 
had  cut  him  off.  I  don't  know  where  he  finally  got  to  getting  his 
money.  I  think  he  finally  got  back  in  pretty  good  standing  with 
the  Union  Planters  before  he  got  killed. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   I  think  things  were  better  then. 

MR.  GUINN:      Yeah,   I  think  he  got   back.   Nobody  knows  what   he 

was   worth  because   he  had   a  big   lot  of   land   in 
Arkansas.   I  don't  know  how  many  hundred  acres  he  owned. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   I  didn't  know  about  that. 


MR.  GUINN: 

DR.  CRAWFORD 
MR.  GUINN: 


MR.  GUINN:      Yeah,   he  did.   I  knew  a  lot  about  him  and  I  had  no 

confidence   in  the  world  in  him.   But  I  didn't  mind 
hanging  his  plow  in  that  bond  deal.   He  came  out  in  it. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   He  needed  what  help  he  could  get  on  it. 

All  he  made  out  of  it  was  what  he  got  in   the   kick 
back.   He  just  barely  did  get  out  on  those  bonds. 
About  the  Kefauver  election? 

No,  he  was  with  the  Crump  organization  on  trying  to 

beat   him.   At  that  time  I  didn't  vote  for  Kefauver 

either.    But  I  stayed   with  Blount.   But   after  he  was   elected  I 

called  him  for  several  different  things  and  he  never   did,   hadn't 

turned  me  down  on  anything. 

After  that  first  election,  I  supported  Kefauver  everywhere  in 
the  world  I  could  because  we  got  this  paper  mill  up  here.  We 
promised  them  we  would  get  a  bridge  across  the  dam.  President 
Eisenhower  was  the  man  in  there  and  he  turned  us  down  three  times 
in  a  row.  So  everybody  had  given  up  on  it  except  me.  So,  I  said 
I  was  going  to  call  Kefauver  on  that.  He's  like  me--you  know  when 
he  gets  whipped. 

I  called  his  office  pretty  late  and  they  said  he's  not  in 
Washington.   And  I  said,  "Where  on  earth  is  he?" 

They  said,  "He's  on  a  plane  on  his  way  into  Knoxville." 
I   said,   "Where   is  he  going  to  put  up  there?"   Is  it  at  the 
Andrew  Johnson?" 

[They  said,]  'He'll  be  there  at  five  o'clock.' 
Now   I   said,  "Well,   all  right,  I'll   just  call  the   hotel." 
Then  I  called  the  hotel  and  I  said,  "Senator  Kefauver  is  due  to  be 


there  around  five  o'clock  and  this  is  an  urgent  call."  I  left  my 
name  and  my  phone  number  and  asked  them  to  call  back  quick  as  he 
gets  there.  Sure  enough,  right  on  the  button  he  called  me.  I 
told  him  we  have  got  this  big  plant  down  here  and  I  promised  them 
we'd  get  the  bridge  accross  there.  I  said  "The  president  turned 
us  down  three  times  on  it  and  we  got  to  have  some  help." 

He  said,  "Well,  I'll  tell  you,  I'll  go  back  tonight  and  I'll 
get  hold  of  the  other  Senator, "and  he  said,  "you  call  Governor 
Ellington.  We  can't  work  someway  too  well  together,"  but  he 
said,  "Senator  Kerr  at  that  time  was  head  of  the  committee  to 
bring  those  bills  out.  So  get  him  to  call  Senator  Kerr  'cause 
Ellington  and  Kerr  are  close  friends,  and  get  him  to  bring  that 
bill  out."  And  said,  "Albert  Gore  and  me '11  try  to  get  it 
passed . " 

So  I  called  Ellington  and  told  him.  And  he  said,  "I'll  call 
him  right  now."  He  call  Senator  Kerr  the  next  night.  Senator 
Kerr  brought  that  bill  up;  they  got  it  down  on  the  floor  and  they 
were  trying  to  ad journ--didn  ' t  have  a  vote  against  it--[had] 
killed  it  three  time  before  that,  went  through  just  like  that. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:  That's  how  the  road  got  across  the  dam  at  Pickwick? 
MR.  GUINN:      The   way  we   got  it   started  the   first   time   that 

Ellington  ran,  he  came  down  here.  He  knew  we  had 
been  after  it  hot  and  heavy  'cause  we  had  talked  with  him  about  it 
when  he  was  secretary  to  Ellington.  And  I  said,  "I  hate  to  jump 
you  first  day  you  come  down  here  about  a  project,  but  we  got  to 
get  that  bridge  across  there.   What  are  you  waiting  on?" 

He  said,  "Oh,  we  are  waiting  on  somebody  else."   He  said,  "Go 


on  up  there  and  tell  them  I'm  backing  you." 

I  said,  "If  you  don't  mind,  just  write  them  a  note  and  let  me 
have   it."    He   wrote  the  note  and  told  them  to  go  ahead  and  push 

that  bridge  through  and  signed  his  name  to  it  and  put   down  there 

that   I'll  be  down   there  at  a   certain  place  and   put   two  other 

numbers   that  if  you  don't   get  results,  call  me   at  one  of  these 
numbers . 

I  went  up  there  and  I  told  them  what  he  said,  and  here's  his 
note.  And  they  said,  "We  don't  need  it,  that's  good  enough  for 
us."  They  went  to  work  on  it  and  within  two  or  three  weeks  they 
had  it  practically  ready.  I  went  down  to  see  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads  man.  And  we  had  been  carrying  him  to  Arkansas. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   To  duck  hunts? 

MR.  GUINN:      To   duck   hunt  and   of   course,  he   wouldn't   drink 

nowhere  'cept  Dynamics 's.   Don't  you  ever  tell  that 
I   took  a  drink.   They'd  all  get  drunk  down  there  and  the  three  of 
us  killed  ducks  for  all  of  us.  (Laughter) 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   You  mean  they  were  not  able  to  go  out? 
MR.  GUINN:      No.   The  chief  engineer  one  that  got  tight  and  went 

down   to  Bryan's  and  got  sick  and  dropped  his  false 
teeth   out.   He  had  to   give  a  boy  fifteen   dollars  to  go  in   that 
water  and  get  them.  (Laughter)   He  got  his  teeth  back. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   So   those   of  you   that  had  the   worst  over  got   to 

shoot  a  lot  more  ducks? 
MR.  GUINN:      No,   here's  what  we   would  do.   See,   they  all   had 
their   license.   We'd  go  down  there  and  shoot  three 
or   four   limits.    We  had  three  callers  with  us,  good  as  you 


ever 
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heard.   And  we  would  get  those  limits  and  we  'd  go  back   up   there 
and  tear  them  out  of  the  bush,  see. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Yes. 

MR.  GUINN:      And  we'd  go  back  shoot  the  limits  again  and  we'd  go 

right  back  — it  wasn't  far  to  where  we  were  shooting 
up  to  the  camp  and  we  did  that  all  day.   We  got  108  there  one  day. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   How  many  of  you? 
MR.  GUINN:      Two  of  us. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   That  must  have  been  some  fine  duck  hunting! 
MR.  GUINN:      What   are  you  talking   about!  (Laughter)  We   bought 

licenses   for  these  guys   in  case  they   checked  us. 
But   they  claimed  part  of   them.   We'd  get  too   many  and  that   old 
boy   would  take  out  across  the  field  and  pull  out  somewhere   where 
there  was  a  long  shed  at  DeWitt  (Ark)— open  shed— and  I  don't  know 
how   many  Negroes  they  would   have  picking  ducks.   This   boy  would 
ease  up  there  and  get  them  in  there  and  as  soon  as  they   got   them 
picked   they'd  bring  them  down  to  the  camp.   That  way  there  wasn't 
much  way  to  check  it.   This  man  was  in  such  good  standing  with  all 
the  wardens  and  everything,  they  never  did  check  his  place  anyway. 
He   owned  500  acres  of  the  finest  rice  land  you  ever  saw.   We 
got   five  pick  of  his  blinds  for  five  years  for  $9,000.   The  thre 
of  us  put  up  $9,000.   It  was  worth  it  to  us  in  a  way   because   you 
could  charge  it  off  at  that  time. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Now   let's   see,   you  maintained   this  duck  hunting 

camp  in  Arkansas? 
MR.  GUINN:      That 'right   and   we   charged   it   off   to    expense 

account.   They  have  tightened  up  on  it   though   and 
we  couldn't  charge  a  lot  of  things  off  now. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:   That  was  important  to  your  business? 

MR.  GUINN:      Oh  yes. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   It  was  important  also  to  a  governor   of   Tennessee, 

wasn  ' t  it? 
MR.  GUINN:      That  »s  right. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Governor  Browning  went  over  with  you.   Did   any   of 

the  other  governors? 
MR.  GUINN:      No,   we  never  did  take   anybody  but  him.   He   was  a 

real  hunter—Governor  Browning  was.  I  carried  him 
one  day  out  here.  A  fellow  had  a  farm  he  stocked  with  pheasants 
and  he  wanted  to  go  pheasant  hunting.  I  carried  him.  Some  of 
those  old  roosters  would  jump  up  in  front  of  him,  he  banged, 
banged  and  never  touched  a  feather.  Those  things  are  expensive  to 
let  out  anyway.  I  am  out  back  behind  a  little  bit  and  when  he 
would  throw  up  his  gun  just  as  he'd  fire  I'd  fire  just  like  that. 
He'd  fall  and  I'd  say,  "Governor,  you  made  a  good  shot  that  time." 
I  believe  it  was  on  the  seventh  or  eighth  shot  and  I  was  a  little 
in  front  or  I  was  a  little  behind  I  don't  know  which. 
He  said,  "Did  you  hit  that  bird?" 
I  said,  "You  killed  that  bird." 

He  said,  "You're  a  lying  to  me,  you've  been  killing  all  those 
birds  .  " 

I  said,  "I  haven 't ." (Laughter )  I  had  a  terrible  time  getting 
out  of  that.  But  I  did  kill  every  one  of  them  and  he  didn't  hit  a 
bird.  He  could  hit  ducks.  Of  course,  they  are  coming  in  those 
blocks. 
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We  had  in  this  rice  field--they  had  these  lakes  out  in  there. 
I  call  them  big  pond-like  deals.  I  don't  know  how  many  acres 
would  be  in  one  of  them.  Those  ducks  would  just  fill  that  up 
during  the  day  time  and  early  in  the  morning  they  would  come  in. 
They  had  a  lot  of  pin  oaks  down  in  the  lower  end  and  they  would 
fill  it  up  too  like  a  reservoir.  They  were  all  full  of  water. 
They  would  commense  to  feeding  on  those  pin  oaks  and  they  had  a 
big  circle  as  big  as  this  house  and  they  had  blinds  on  the  edge  of 
that.  They  were  full  of  blocks  out  in  front  of  them.  They  would 
just  come  down  anywheres  and  drop  their  picks  on  them.  You  would 
go  to  shooting  at  them  and  then  they  come  back  up  and  you  shoot  at 
them  coming  down  and  going  back  up,  you  see.  You  would  just  tear 
them  apart,  you  see. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   It  takes  a  while  to  change  from  coming  down. 
MR.  GUINN:      Oh  yeah.   It  slows  them  down.   Not  like  shooting  at 

something  across  now.  You  have  to  lead  them  that 
much  to  hit  them.  I  never  have  been  a  good  shot  on  that  high 
flying.  I'm  not  really  a  good  dove  shot,  but  on  quail  and 
anything  that  is  not  too  far  away  from  me  I've  always  been  pretty 
good  at  it.  There  is  no  telling  how  many  quail  I  have  shot  in  my 
time . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   You  were  fortunate  enough  to  start  back  while  there 

was  still  a  lot  around. 
MR.  GUINN:      By   the  way,  one  afternoon  about  two  o'clock  I  went 

right  down  here  above  the  bridge  and  had  a  little 
sucker  dog  that  I  carried  with  me.  It  was  one  of  my  favorites.  I 
just  went  to  kill  a  mess  of  birds  and  the  water  was  up  and  just  as 
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I  got  up  there  to  the  edge  of  that  branch  and  the  river  was  up,  oh 
I  guess,  it  was  twenty  feet  deep.  Somebody  in  a  flatboat  there 
and  this  water  got  to  it  and  these  ducks--I  never  saw  such  a  bunch 
of  ducks.  Well,  I  wouldn't  shoot  at  them.  I  just  had  small  shot- 
-eight's  and  nine's  --and  I  thought  when  I  come  back  I'm  going  to 
let  it  slip  up  on  those  scamps.  I  went  up  there  and  killed 
sixteen  birds  and  it  wasn't  long — I  timed  it--about  5  coveys.  I 
came  back  'cause  I  wanted  to  get  a  crack  at  those  ducks. 

I  took  my  belt  out  and  tied  this  dog  to  the  fence.  I  knew  he 
would  scare  them  up  if  I  didn't.  He  just  raised  a  racket  up 
there.  So  I  tied  him  farther  enough  away  that  he  didn't  scare 
them.  So  I  eased  along  the  edge  of  the  bank  on  the  far  side  of 
them.  I  slipped  into  the  water  up  to  there,  (gestering)  I  had 
to  grab  the  hoe. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Above  your  belt? 

MR.  GUINN:      Yeah,  above  my  belt,  but  I  finally  got   a   foothold 

on  the  way  down  over  the  bank,  slipping  my  gun 
along.  I  could  just  hear  them  in  there  talking  like  nobody's 
business .When  I  got  right  even  with  them,  I  crawled  out  right 
easy.  When  I  got  on  the  bank,  I  just  rushed  right  out  toward  the 
front  of  them. 

They  were  just  coming  up  right  there  and  I  just  commenced 
shooting  them--the  blacks--I  wasn't  shooting  at  no  duck.  I  got 
nine.  He  had  to  retrieve  every  one  of  them  and  the  last  one  like 
to  drown  him.  I  wouldn't  let  him  go  after  any  more.  I  got  nine 
right  there  and  I  don't  know  and  I  don't  know  how  many  more  in 
that   lake--about  five   shots.   But   they  were   just  as   thick   as 
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shooting  through  a  window  curtain.   We  did  that  one  time   down   in 
Arkansas  . 

The  Governor  was  with  us  and  he  always  wanted  to  have  a  big 
duck  supper  up  at  Nashville.  I  had  this  friend.  Wasn't  us  that 
wanted  up  to  go.  Sometimes  we  went  and  sometimes  we  didn't.  But 
it  was  raining  down  there  and  when  it  was  raining  they  don't  fly 
down  there.  The  boys  '11  tell  you  that  you  won't  do  any  good 
today.  They  want  a  crisp  bright  morning  you  know.  We  didn't  have 
a  good  day.  We  didn't  get  the  limit  at  all.  So  he  said,  "I'll 
tell  you  what  I  am  going  to  do.  He  said,  "Let  the  Governor  come 
down  here  and  open  enough  for  his  duck  supper."  He  said,  "I  want 
two  of  you  to  go  up  there  and  shoot  on  the  resting  pond."  So  we 
carried  over  the  farm  boy  with  us  and  Mr.  Evans  went  up  there  and 
we  eased  up  on  them.  When  they  came  up  and  don't  believe  I  ever 
saw  so  many  ducks  at  one  drove.  We  emptied  our  guns  out  in  that 
mass  and  they  picked  up  forty-five  ducks. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   How  many  were  shooting?s 

MR.  GUINN:      Two   of  us.   I  had   several  extra  shots  in   my  gun. 

Just  kept  coming  up-- just  tremendous.  I  saw  one 
field  there.  A  fellow  told  me  there  is  around  a  100,000  ducks  in 
that  field.  Says  the  game  warden  had  checked  that  field  and  they 
estimate  there  to  be  a  100,000  there.  I  never  saw  anything  like 
it  in  my  life. 

They  were  in  that  rice  about  this  high  and  they  were  setting 
their  heads  about  that  high  above  the  stubble  and  it  was  the 
funniest  sight  you  ever  saw  with  all  them  heads  sticking  up  out 
there.  Oh,  I  guess  there  about  50  or  75  acres  in  that  field  where 
he   said  there  was  about  100,000.   I  guess  there  were  in  there.   I 
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never   saw  so  many  ducks  in  my  life.   Never  dreamed  of  seeing  that 
many   ducks   in   my   life--the   first   time   I   went   down   there. 

Of   course,   it  got   to  be  old   chew  with  us   after  the  first 
year.   But  those  highway  guys  they  really  enjoyed  going  down  there 
and   we   bought   all  the  whiskey  they  could  drink  and  got  them  all 
their  limit  of  ducks  or  all  we  could  get. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   You   had  the  pleasure  of  shooting  them  and  they  got 

to  take  the  ducks  home. 
MR.  GUINN:      Got   to  take   the  ducks   home  and   drink   all   they 

wanted  to.  (Laughter) 

And  we  had  a  fine  cook.   We  had  duck  in  there  every  night  for 
supper.   Of  course,  in  the  morning  we  would  have  bacon   and   eggs. 
He  could  cook  a  duck  better  then  anybody  I  ever  saw. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Where  was  this  camp  you  had. 

MR.  GUINN:      It   was  down  in  between  DeWitt  and  Stuttgart.   Just 

below  Stuttgart.   They  say  it  is  the  best   spot   in 
Arkansas . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   Yes,  that  is  real  duck  country. 

MR.  GUINN:      Stuttgart   is   known  as   the   duck  capital   of   the 

world.   I  was  telling  my  wife  about  those  ducks  and 
she  said  I  was  kidding. 

They  all  left  and  went  home  and  I  said  let's  kill  us  some 
ducks.  So  we  went  down  there  with  these  boys.  And  I  said, "You 
all  going  to  shoot  this  afternoon.  We  went  down  there  in  the 
afternoon  and  we  never  shot  in  the  afternoon.  And  began  to  think 
we  weren't  going  to  get  any  shooting.  Finally,  we  looked  up  and 
man,   look  what's  coming  in  there  and  they  were  knocking  limbs  and 
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you  never    heard  such.   Sounded  like  an  airplane  coming  up. 

We  commense  to  pouring  into  them  and  we  had  twenty-five  at 
one  time  and  I  saw  so  many  laying  there.  I  thought  "Lord,  have 
mercy  "--what  if"  the  warden  should  come  in  here.  So  we  got  to 
gathering  them  up  and  heard  the  jeep  coming  and  one  of  those  boys 
said,  "That's  the  game  warden  sure  as  the  world."  And  said,  "He 
drives  a  jeep."  So  I  says,  "I'm  fixin'  to  take  out  towards  Stutt- 
gart.  You  can  go  off  the  ten  miles  if  you  want."  (Laughter) 

We  started  to  hide  those  ducks  and  we  couldn't.  There's  no 
way  of  sinking  them  so  I  told  that  boy.  We'd  carry  them  away  out 
in  that  pone  and  put  them  in  some  brush.  And  told  that  boy  to 
walk  out  there  and  see  who  that  was.  And  this  man  had  sent  one  of 
his  workmen  down  there  in  a  jeep  with  a  load  of  gravel  to  fill  up 
some  holes  that  had  kinda  got  a  little  bit  deep  and  that's  who  it 
was.  I  never  felt  so  relieved.  I  thought  we  would  be  in  jail 
till  yet  I  guess.  But  the  worse  thing  about  it  was  the  East 
Tennessee  division  was  with  us  and  we  forgot  to  buy  his  license 
and  give  him  forty  ducks.  (Laughter) 

He  got  home  and  he  told  me  about  it  and  he  says  you  know  what 
said,  "I  haven't  got  over  being  scared  yet.  Says,  "I  got  up 
nearly  all  night  and  I  thought  about  having  all  those  ducks  and 
not  eves  a  license--I  just  knew  every  time  that  I  stopped  a  a  red 
light  they  were  going  to  catch  me."  Yeah,  we  let  him  get  off  with 
forty  ducks  and  never  thought  about  it. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   Now,  he  was  from  the  State  Highway  Department? 
MR.  GUINN:      Yeah,  he  was  Chief  Engineer  for  East  Tennessee. 
We  had  all  the  top  engineers. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:   Let's   see  did  you  own  the  camp  or  did  they  contact 

the  association? 
MR.  GUINN:      No,  we  didn't  own  the  camp.   We  just  leased  it.   We 

paid   $9,000  for  five   years  and  had   five  shooting 
spots  on  there — five  blinds. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   I   believe  you  had  $9,000  worth  of  enjoyment  out  of 

that . 
MR.  GUINN:      Oh  yeah,  and  we  charged  it  off  anyway.    We   always 

got   good  treatment  out  of   the  Highway  Department. 
We  didn't  ask  for  any  privileges,  but  when  there  was  mistreatment, 
they  can  make  it  bad  on  you  or    they  can  help  you. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Well,   you  didn't  need  any   special  privileges,  did 

you? 
MR.  GUINN:      No,  we  just  followed  the  contract  and  the  letter  of 

the  law.  I'd  be  ready  to  start  a  job  and  they 
wouldn't  have  an  inspector  ready  and  they  would  say  go  ahead  and 
start  the  job  and  we'll  have  somebody  down  here  as  soon  as  they 
are  available.  Of  course,  we  were  more  particular  than  anyone 
than  if  they  had  somebody  on  the  job. 

We  started  lots  of  jobs  without  an  inspector.  They  won't  let 
you  do  that  unless  they  have  a  lot  of  confidence  in  you.  They 
liked  our  crew.  We  had  an  awful  good  crew.  All  our  foremen  were 
liked  by  the  state,  and  all  the  engineers  and  inspectors.  A  lot 
of  them  that  were  on  there  we  broke  them  in  on  their  jobs  working 
for  the  state  government  while  we  were  contracting.  We  knew  they 
were  a  might  new  and  we  broke  them  in.  One  of  them  is  still  on 
there.   He  raised  quail.   He  brought  me  119  this  year. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:   I'm  sure  that  was  welcome. 

MR.  GUINN:      Yes,  you  can't  beat  them.   We  would  have   had   some 

for  supper,  but  I  just  felt  pretty  sure  that  Terry 
and  Mama  had  supper  fixed.  That  was  the  reason  why  I  was  checking 
up.  When  you  called  me,  I  thought  you  were  asking  about  Terry  and 
I  figured  now  maybe  some  kind  of  misunderstanding  and  I  better 
check  up  and  see.  We  were  fixing  to  get  out  some  more  birds.  She 
said  she  was  looking  for  you. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   They  are  fine  birds  over  there. 
A  VOICE:        Mrs.  Neva  is  a  mighty  fine  cook.   Terry   is   pretty 

well  fed. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   I'll  certify  that  she  is  after  tonight.   Mr.  Guinn, 

let   me  ask  one  last  question  about  Mr.  Crump?   Why 
do  you  think  he  was  such  a  success?   You  have  had   an   opportunity 
to  judge  a  lot  of  men? 
MR.  GUINN:      He  was  just  a  born  leader,  I  think.   He  was  able  to 

get  things  done  and  he  got  good  men  under   him   and 
they  stayed  with  him.   He  just  kept  building  up  and   building   up. 
Well,   he  just  actually  built  the  city  of  Memphis,  I  think.   I  was 
over  there  a  long  time  myself. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   What   did  you  do   to  work  with   him  in  the   Seventh 

Congressional  District? 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,   the  main  thing  that  they  wanted  me  to  do  was 

to     get    close    to    the    senators    and    the 
representatives  in  these  various  counties. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   So  that  you  could  talk  to  them? 
MR.  GUINN:      So  that  I  could  work  with  them.   They   were   mostly 
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MR.  GUINN: 
DR.  CRAWFORD 


interested  in  state  legislation — general  bills.  Of 
course,  these  fellows  in  these  counties  were  interested  in  local 
legislation.  I'd  go  to  them  and  I'd  say,  "What  do  you  have  that 
you  want  passed.   I  probably  can  help  you." 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   When  did  you  do  that?   During  legislative  session? 
MR.  GUINN:      Yes,  but  I  built  up  my  fences  over  there  during  the 

years . 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   You  would  visit  them  and  be  in  their  counties? 

Oh,  yeah.   I  knew  all  of  them. 

And   when   Mr.  Crump   needed   help  then   [you   were 

there].    What  was  your  position--liaison   or  chief 
of  Seventh  Congressional  District? 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,   actually  the  Seventh   Congressional  District 

met  up  in  Nashville  after  we  had  the  Convention  up 
there  and  elected  me  Chairman  of  the  Seventh  Congressional 
District . 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   Democratic  Party  Chairman? 
MR.  GUINN:      Chairman   for   the   Seventh  Congressional   District 

composed  of  eleven  counties--eleven  of  the  best 
counties,  you  might  say,  outside  of  Shelby.  Of  course,  Abbott  had 
a  good  hold  down  there  in  the  lower  county--Gibson  County  and  we 
had  some  help  down  there  in  Lake  County. 

DR.  CRAWFORD:   How  were  you  best  to  help  Mr.  Crump  in  this? 
MR.  GUINN:      Well,  when  they  wanted  these  bills  passed,  they  had 

to  have  this  help.  They  didn't  have  enough  help 
up  there.  They  had  to  have  these  representatives  and  senators 
from  these  counties  in  West  Tennessee. 
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DR.  CRAWFORD:   Besides  Shelby  County? 

MR.  GUINN:      Outside   of  Shelby  County.   Shelby   County  could  do 

it  alone.    They  could  might  near  throw  an  election 
now  themselves,  but  after  all  is  said  and  done,  all  these  counties 
had  representatives  and  senators  over  five  counties. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   And  that  was  your  work  then  to  talk  with  them? 
MR.  GUINN:      Work  with  those  Seventh  representatives. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   Did   they   come   to   you   pretty   well    in    state 

legislation  when  they  needed  your  help? 
MR.  GUINN:      I   didn't   have   a  bit   of   trouble   in  the   world. 

Everyone   of   them   had  some   legislation   that   he 
wanted  passed. 
DR.  CRAWFORD:   And   the  Shelby  County   delegation  would  help   them 

with  their  local  legislation. 
MR.  GUINN:      Step  right  in  there  and  help  them  just  like  that. 

[This    is    the    end    of    this    interview] 
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